
 

 

North Liberty, Iowa  

Church Mission  
Statement 

 
To follow and 

Invite others to follow 
Jesus Christ. 

NEWS FROM PASTOR ALECIA’S STUDY 
 
LENTEN SERIES:  Luke – Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcasts and Outlaws 
 
Join us throughout Lent in worship as we explore the gospel of Luke.  There are 
many ways to immerse yourself in the story of Jesus through Luke’s unique  
perspective, including small groups, daily readings, classes (including the children 
and youth) and Sunday morning worship.  If you would like to read prior to Sunday 
worship, here is the schedule: 
 
 5 Simon Do You See This Woman Luke 7: 36-39 
       Luke 8:1-3 
 12 Parables of the Underside  Luke 18: 9-16 
 19 Journey to the Jerusalem  Luke 19:1-10 
 26 5 Days Before Crucifixion  Luke 19:35-38 
       Luke 23:32-34a 
 
Deepen your understanding of who Jesus is, as he interacts with the outsiders,  
outcasts and outlaws.   
 
As part of our Lenten offerings, mark your calendar for Sunday, April 2 at 4 PM.  
The Lenten drama, The Other 12 Disciples will be performed at our church.  The 
actors from our church include:  Cathy Clemens, Kyra Corbett, Brenda Gordley 
and Lynn Jansen.  Dale Ingle, Lyle Muller and others will be working the  
audio-visual, lighting and cameras.  This drama comes from the Iowa City area  
circuit as part of our working together.  The event will be open to the public. This 
will be a moving piece to begin Holy Week.  We will be looking for greeters and 
hosts as the performance approaches. 

Service Times 
 
Traditional at 8am 
—Live Streamed 
—In person  
Contemporary at 10am 
—Live Streamed 
—In person 

2023 

BISHOP MEET AND GREET HERE ON SATURDAY 
 
Bishop Kennetha J. Bigham-Tsai will be at our 
church for a district Meet and Greet to be held  
Saturday, March 4 from 4:00 – 6:00 PM.   Bishop 
Kennetha is making a journey through all of the  
districts.  Prior to the Meet and Greet, she will meet 
with Golden Valley Circuit leaders in the morning, 
followed by a site visit to the pantry ministry  
expansion at the Coralville UMC.  Plan on dropping 
by if you are able to welcome her! 
 
Bishop Kennetha J. Bigham-Tsai was elected to the episcopacy by the North  
Central Jurisdiction in November 2022. She began as the resident bishop of the 
Iowa Area in January 2023. She is the first Black woman to serve as Iowa's  
Episcopal leader. 

Sunday, March 12 
Don’t forget to move your 

clock forward 1 hour! 
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We had a busy and fun month in February studying God’s miracles 
in Sunday School! Some highlights were building a loaves and 
fishes game, using salt as “faith” to help an egg float in the water 
and carrying our friends in blankets to simulate the experience of 
the paralyzed man being lowered through the roof to be healed by 
Jesus. We also got to bring back our Children’s Choirs through the 
leadership of Lynn Jansen! The children did an amazing job  
singing in church on February 26th, and we closed out our month 
with a Family Sunday activity on The Good Samaritan and  
building a Kindness Quilt! Be sure to check it out in the Education 

wing! Creation Kids has also been learning about miracles, even though we have missed seeing our 
preschool friends a few times due to the snowy weather! We look forward to seeing them more this 
Spring as we begin our study of Lent, and Holy Week.  
 
 
We are also deep in planning for our  
Vacation Bible School! Please put June 25th- 28th on 
your calendar for an out of this world adventure, 
where we will learn to shine Jesus’ light! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peacemakers had a great event in February, thanks to the help of leader, Katie Mohr. Katie helped 

design an Escape Room all based on God’s Love and various Bible verses about that love. The 
kids had a great time and to be honest- the adults did too!. One highlight was when the team  

encountered a challenge and had to figure out how to carry their adult 
through the remainder of the puzzle! We ended the night with some 

work in our Peacemakers Prayer Journals on how we can be both 
grateful for God’s love and show that love to others. A huge thanks to 

our adult leaders Alison Merrill, Jenn and Scott Steburg and Katie 
Mohr for the awesome event. The remaining Peacemakers events for 

this semester are: 
March 31st, - Holy Week Stations 6-8pm 

April 28th- TBA 
May 12th- End of Year Picnic 

 
See you There! 

By: Mandy 
Moellering 
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Kyren and Silas Weatherford work with their 
mom, Jenn on their Kindness quilt squares at 
our Family Activity on The Good Samaritan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Peacemakers friends were excited 

to finally break the code to the 
treasure in their Escape Room  

activity on God’s Love! This part 
was super tricky and we were so 

proud of them for working  
together as a team! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The PreK and Kindergarten Sunday School 
class are led by assistant Chris Mohr in acting 
out the miracle of Jesus Walking on Water! In 
this picture, Hudson Hervey plays the role of 

Jesus and the rest of the class are the 12  
disciples in the boat. Great job, kids! 

 
Blessings to all- 

Mandy Moellering 
Children’s Ministry Director 
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This month we are moving into our version of the Lenten study that all of the church groups are using. We 
are excited to have different leaders teaching each week and that we get to learn more about our faith 
through this study of the book of Luke. 
 
Coming up this month we have our confirmation students retreat on March 4th, and confirmation Sunday 
happening on March 26th! 
 
We are so excited that Confirmation Sunday is coming up this month! We have 7 students who will be  
confirmed this year on March 26th, at the 10am service. We are grateful to all of the teachers, mentors,  
parents, and students for taking part in this step in these young people's lives this year. Our teachers for 
confirmation this year were Alison Merrill, Elaine Hernandez, and Alecia Hilmer; our students were Pierce 
Beckman and mentor Breeyn Gryp, Emerson Berner and mentor Mitch Beckman, Rylee Corbett and  
mentor Jen Steburg, Kinley Jones and mentor Dani Gryp, Paige Lambi and mentor Jen Steburg, Ben Mohr 
and mentor Richard Grugin, and Jess Steburg and mentor Judy Bornkessel. These students have grown in 
their faith over these past few months of classes and have chosen to say yes to accepting God, Jesus, and 
the Holy Spirit. Please join us in congratulating these students, and join us for a reception for the students 
on March 26th, following the 10am service. 
 
We are continuing with confirmation at 6:30pm on Wednesday’s followed by youth group at 7:30pm, each 
running for 1 hour. We are enjoying learning together and playing some interesting games. 
 
PARENTS: If you have a student in grades 7-12 and have not been receiving my emails please check your 
junk folder and move them to your inbox. I have been informed that my emails may be going to some  
people’s junk folder. 
 
If you have any questions please let me know at youth.nlmethodist@gmail.com 
 
~Alison 
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Racial Reconciliation 
 

Racial reconciliation may not be What you Think…. 
 
Racial Reconciliation is not Color Blindness.  For many people, colorblindness is seen as a good 

thing, a virtue perhaps. Some people proudly say, “I don’t see color, I see people.” Understand that the  
sentiment is well meaning, but colorblindness is not a virtue that God asks of us. In Revelations(7:9) we 
see the people of God gathered around the throne and the scripture lets us know that they are from EVERY 
nation, tribe and tongue.  God sees and CELEBRATES color. 

 
Racial Reconciliation is not Diversity. Diversity is a good thing, it opens all of us up to the miracle 

of God’s people. It allows us to mix and mingle and learn from each other about our background, culture, 
history, and shared experiences.  Diversity is wonderful, but the temptation is to stop there and think that 
that is enough. We tend to view diversity as something we can visually see. The example would be on a 
Greyhound bus, we see all colors and types of folks. But they are anonymous people. We as Christians are 
called to be more than passengers on the bus. Diversity within our community embraces the unique gifts 
we all have and acknowledges the distinctive racial and social makeup of each person.  

 
Racial Reconciliation IS , as I see it,  education, awareness and action that we as individuals and 

community take to bring an end to racism. We are called to love ALL people regardless of color.  Racial 
reconciliation is a simple premise with a very difficult path to achieve. But we must keep trying… 

 
The Racial Reconciliation ministry continues to meet and work on educating ourselves and our  

congregation on ways we can take action to lessen racism in our community. I encourage all of you to take 
the initiative to educate yourself on ways that race effects and impacts each of us in our daily lives  
regardless of color. As Jesus so aptly instructed us in Matthew 25: verse 40,  (NIV) , “Truly, I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
 

Submitted by Suzette Betts 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawls & Blankets 

We are starting to run a little low on prayer shawls and 
blankets.  For those of you that enjoy making those, 
please feel free to drop them off at the Church as you are 
able.  Thank you! 
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EASTER LILIES 
 

We will be taking orders for Easter Lilies for Easter Sunday during the month of March.  We will be  
submitting our order to Forevergreen Nursery on Monday, March 27, so all paid orders must be in the office by 
that day.  You may order an Easter Lily in memory of a loved one OR in honor of someone special.  We will 
print these lists and include them in the bulletin on Easter Morning.  You may pick up your Easter Lily after 
services on Sunday, April 17.  The cost of the Lily is $18.  Please give the office (or place in the offering plate) 
the order form and check for $18 by March 26. 
 
Look for the form below on the table outside of the Sanctuary. 
 
EASTER LILY 
 
Name __________________________________________________________  Phone # _____________________________ 
 
Email _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory Of __________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor Of ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

MARKERS 
 

We celebrated the Baptismal Covenant on February 26.  Calder Tesensky was baptized.  His parents are John 
and Ali.  Welcome Calder! 
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   Pantry Happenings by Janet Rudolph 
 
Roll into Spring 
March is Roll into Spring Month, also known as Collect Toilet Paper Month!  We all know toilet paper is 
an essential product and one that is in high demand.  The Pantry distributes approximately 2,400 rolls 
every month, 400 more rolls each month than last year.  In February Holy Trinity Lutheran Church's 
High School Youth did a toilet paper collection and did a great job helping their neighbors.  Could your 
small group help out this way?  If you'd like to hold a TP drive, visit our website 
(northlibertycommunitypantry.org) to get started. 
 
Save the Date 
The 12th Annual Golf Tournament is scheduled for Friday, May 12.  Mark your calendars and stay 
tuned for further details. 
 
Community Closet 
The Closet needs clothing donations!  We currently need ALL sizes for adults and children, and we are 
accepting Spring apparel as well.  Please be sure donations are clean and in good condition, just as 
you would want to receive them.  Donate at the Pantry warehouse doors, Monday-Thursday, noon to 
5:00 p.m. 
 
Donations 
Many thanks to Parkview Church for doing a food and toiletry drive for local pantries.  They 
dropped off 297 pounds of diapers, nonperishable foods, and toiletries to the Pantry.  Your generosity 
is appreciated! 
 
The Pantry received a charitable grant of $2000 from South Slope Cooperative and Aureon.  
The Aureon Charity Grant Committee delegates funds to projects to be used for the betterment of local 
communities.  We plan to use the money to purchase clothing and optimize distribution of underwear 
and socks at the Closet.  Thank you, South Slope and Aureon, for your continued support. 
 
Volunteers 
Have you wanted to become more involved in the ministries of the church?  Have you wanted to be 
involved in your community and helping others?  Volunteering at the Pantry is a great way to put your 
faith into action and join a great group of volunteers.   To learn more about the Pantry, its activities and 
the volunteer opportunities, check the website (http://www.northlibertycommunitypantry.org) or  
facebook page (www.facebook.com/NorthLibertyCommunityPantry). 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Important dates in 
March 

4: Confirmation Retreat 
4: Bishop Meet & Greet 
12: Daylight Savings 
24: Spare Me—Youth Group 
31: Peacemakers 

 
How to 

 worship with us: 
Go to our Facebook page:  
First United Methodist Church 
of North Liberty. 
 
Www.facebook.com/10832956

7465372/videos/ 
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Gary Hostetler—1 
Betty Mitchell—1 
Jeannie Wagner—1 
Mark Benton—2 
Bonnie Winslow-Garvin—3 
Justin Colbert—4 
Griffin Cornally—4 
Maya Sojka—4 
Eli Corbett—6 
Susie Robertson—6 
Carlyne Burge—8 
Tate Snow—8 
Harper Haren—9 
Jennifer Steburg—9 
Mike Moellering—10 
Rosemary Moore—10 
Van Peterson—10 
Amy Hervey—11 
Katie Folker—12 
Oliver Garrett—12 
Larry Lee—12 
Bill Hershberger—13 
Cameron Peterson—13 
Tracy Hamm—15 
Jasmine Hershberger—15 
Caitlyn Devine—16 
Steve Sedlacek—16 
Rob Corbett—17 

Alexandra Schrage—17 
Cory Danger—18 
Savannah Sexton—18 
Karson Stanfield—18 
Davis Cook—19 
Kaelyn Clark—20 
Roberta Donahue—23 
Betty Holloway—23 
Luka Kofoed—25 
Andrew McKnight—25 
Darlene Smith—25 
Alecia Hilmer—26 
Cora Alger—27 
Mike Healy—27 
Todd Hilmer—27 
Janet Lee—27 
Josh O’Donnell—27 
Jody Schneider—27 
Alana Just—28 
Evan Purkapile—29 
Charli Hershberger—30 
Natasha Hulbert-Davis—30 
Shelly Lee—30 
Isaah Wright—30 
Tom Davies—31 
 

Hearing assistance devices are 
available at the sound booth for 
those that need them.  Please stop 
by and request one if needed. 

 
First United Methodist 

Church 
85 North Jones Blvd. 

North Liberty, IA  52317 
319-626-2762 

nlmadmin@southslope.net 
www.nlmethodist.org 

Donald & Janice Underwood—4 
Jenn & Jason Miller—7 
Mike & Lucy Hershberger—12 
Dan & Jacie Snow—12 
Rob & Jeannie Wagner—23 
Scott & Jennifer Steburg—31 


