
 

 

North Liberty, Iowa  

Church Mission  
Statement 

 
To follow and 

Invite others to follow 
Jesus Christ. 

NEWS FROM PASTOR ALECIA’S STUDY 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A UNITED METHODIST? 
 
During the month of February, let’s explore what it means to be United Methodist:  What 
are the basic tenets?  What has changed?  What does the future hold?  Our denomination 
has struggled with foundational issues.  This month we will explore what it means to be 
United Methodist – at a denominational level, a conference level and our local  
congregation.  It’s vital for us to understand tenets of our faith.   
BE UMC – a Look at what being a United Methodist Means Today 
5 The People of God  Proverbs 3:29-30 Tenet – Do No Harm   
12 The People of God Romans 12:9-21 Tenet – Who Do Good 
19 The People of God 1 John 5:1-4  Tenet – Stay in Love with God 
26 The People of God Isaiah 2:2-4  Tenet – Disciple-making 
        Jesus-seeking 
Come and worship with us! Service Times 

 
Traditional at 8am 
—Live Streamed 
—In person  
Contemporary at 10am 
—Live Streamed 
—In person 

GRACENOTES CHOIR 
 
The choir is back!  Actually, it is forming once again after a long hiatus.  If you would like 
to check out choir, it will be on Wednesdays at 6:00 PM in the music room, starting on 
February 8.   If you can’t wait for choir, then we will see you there!  If you think it might 
be a good fit, then come and try it for a few weeks.  All voices are welcome.  Contact 
James Gaffey or the church office for more information. 
 
Check out the notes on the Children’s section in the newsletter for their newly forming 
choir! 

 
 MARDI GRAS SUNDAY RETURNS 

 
It has been a few years since we have danced our way out of the sanctuary on Mardi Gras!  
Come dressed in your purples, greens and golds as we sing to the great jazz hymns, such as 
When the Saints Come Marching In!  If you like good music, the joy of worship and  
fellowship, this service is for you. 
 
For those of you that enjoy a more traditional approach to worship, the 8:00 AM service 
will happen as we seek God in the reverence of the space. 

 

2023 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
 

Look at the section titled 
“Labyrinth” to see what is 
planned for this beginning 
of Lent and the imposition 

of ashes. 
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Children’s Ministry is back in action after our break for the 
holidays! We really enjoyed the series of Bible stories we did 

in January- including when Jesus was lost in the temple, Jesus’ 
baptism by his cousin John and Jesus choosing his disciples. 
We talked a lot about the phrase “fishers of men” and how  

Jesus didn't really want us to try and catch people with a pole 
and a worm! Rather he wants us to show God’s love to others 
and share with them the good news of being part of the God 
Team! Our Family Activity in January focused on the Our  
Father, Our Lord’s prayer. We loved putting the prayer in 

more modern language- “Hey God- you live in Heaven! 
Your name is Awesome and You are great!” 

 
February will lead us to a study of Jesus’ many miracles, 

including miracles of healing, feeding the 5000 and  
raising Lazarus from the dead. We will celebrate Mardi 
Gras Sunday on February 19th with the congregation! 

Can’t wait for that joyous worship service!  
 

Starting in February- we will also have a return of our 
Sunday School Children’s Choirs! Our kiddos will be 

able to learn new music each month, during the Sunday 
School hour. We had so many students who really  

enjoyed learning the Christmas music so we are excited 
for this opportunity. Thank you to Lynn Jansen and 

James Gaffey for making this possible. We can’t wait to 
hear our children make a joyful noise. 

 
 

Peacemakers made a trek to the Heartlanders Hockey game at 
Xtream arena on 1/21. We were able to hear testimony from the 
Athletes in Action group at the University of Iowa, check out 
some of their upcoming mission work and enjoy the hockey 

game. It was so fun to see some of our kids and families on the 
big screen during the dance contests! 

 
Peacemakers Dates  

February 24th, March 31st,  April 28th ,  May 12th 

By: Mandy 
Moellering 
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CIA and EPIC had a wonderful Christmas Party in January, celebrating the birth of Jesus 
and spending time together! We had lots of food, presents, and fun. We are now looking  
forward to redecorating our tree for Valentine’s Day and keeping the tree decorated 
throughout the year. 
 
Coming up this month we have a game night for all 7-12th grade students on the 10th at 
6:30pm. We will have snacks and lots of board games and such to play while we just hang 
out and spend time together. 
 
We are continuing with confirmation at 6:30pm on Wednesdays followed by youth group at 
7:30pm, each running for 1 hour. We are enjoying learning together and playing some  
interesting games. 

 
PARENTS: If you have a student in grades 7-12 
and have not been receiving my emails please 
check your junk folder and move them to your 
inbox. I have been informed that my emails may 
be going to some people’s junk folder. 
 
If you have any questions please let me know at 
youth.nlmethodist@gmail.com 
~Alison 

 

 

 

 

Peacemakers, CIA, & EPIC all had a great night 
at the Heartlanders game in January 
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Racial Reconciliation 
 

Black History Month 
 
Why do we have Black History Month?   You may think that Black History Month is something that came 
about during the civil rights movement of the 1960s or even more recent events.   No, National Black  
History Month originated in 1915 by a historian and author, Dr. Carter G  
Woodsen, who founded an organization now known as the Association for the Study of African American 
Life and History.  Black History Month was created to focus attention on the  
contributions African Americans to the United States and to honor Black people from all periods of U. S. 
history.  February was chosen because it is the month of Abe Lincoln’s and Frederick Douglass births.  
Both of whom played monumental roles in U. S. History. 
 
Some ask, why do we only have Black History Month.  Well, we don’t.  March is Women’s History 
Month;  May, Asian Pacific American Heritage Month; June, LGBTQ+ Pride Month; September 15-
October 15, Hispanic Heritage Month; November, Native American Heritage Month.   There are also many 
other remembrance times such as January 27 International Holocaust  
Remembrance Day, and September 11, as well as commemorative holidays.    
 
An important aspect of all of these commemorative times is to clarify some things that we have learned and 
to motivate us to learn something new.    With Google, research is unlimited, so this month we might spend 
some time researching and learning more about Black history—struggles, successes, places of importance, 
etc.   
 
As an educator and promoter of life-long learning, I try to learn something new about any highlighted  
observance.   What we can learn about American history around the Fourth of July is  
limitless!   There are so many things to comprehend about the Holocaust!   As often said, we need to learn 
from the past so some things are not repeated nor forgotten in the future. 
 
Who are the Little Rock Nine?   What happened in the Greenwood neighborhood in Tulsa  
Oklahoma?   Who are some Black Iowans who have contributed to science, literature, and the fine arts?   
How many Black farmers are there in Iowa?  Why is the Kinnick Stadium field named after Duke Slater?   
Who was Jack Trice?    Are there any famous Black Methodists—past or  
present?   
 
If you don’t Google, look for some things to learn on the tables in Fellowship Hall.  There are books in the 
public and church library and endless articles online to read about Black history.    You could also choose 
to join the Zoom link below presented by The University of Iowa to listen to a local panel discuss The  
Future of Blacks in Iowa on February 10 at 12:40 p.m. Perhaps this will help us look into the future and 
perhaps put some of the past in perspective.  
 
https://uiowa.zoom.us/j/99616093109 
 
Richard Grugin 
Racial Reconciliation Team Member  
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Adult Education/Small Group Studies    
                                        

Lent season begins February 22 with Ash Wednesday. The church congregation is again invited to join in a 
small group study by Adam Hamilton entitled Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders Outcasts and Outlaws.   
Description of book: “Jesus came to lift up the lowly. Throughout his ministry to his final days on the road to 
the cross, we find stories of his relationships with ordinary flawed and unexpected people. …Jesus brought the 
good news of God’s kingdom to those who most needed to hear it. …In this study bestselling author and pastor 
Adam Hamilton explores the life, teachings, death and resurrection of Jesus as told in the gospel of Luke. … 
As we study Luke and see Jesus’ concern for those who were considered unimportant we hear a hopeful and 
inspiring word for our lives today”.  This will be a six week study with an accompanying DVD series for each 
week’s session. The ongoing small groups will pause their study and join in this study. All members of the 
community are welcome to join any group that fits with their schedule.   Books are available through Amazon, 
Christianbook.com, and Cokesbury.com books online and can also be found in local bookstores. It is published 
in hardcover and Kindle (ebook) format. If you would like the church to order you a book and then reimburse 
the church you may do so.  Books will range from $12 for hardcover or are available as ebook for $10-14. The 
church will order a limited supply when requested. Notify a group leader if you wish the church to order you a 
book. There will be small groups held on Monday mornings at 10:00AM at the church or on Zoom (Senior 
Saints);  Monday evening with Gary Vance and Laura Bibby leading and  Monday night Men’s group led by 
Richard Grugin at the church; Wednesday evening Women’s Group (Suzette Betts leading) at 7PM at the 
church.  Please contact one of the leaders or the church office if you are interested in this Lenten series study! 
We would love to have you join us! 
 
We are excited to announce that we are beginning a Book of the Month small group study in February for  
anyone interested in joining. The plan is to select a book at the first of each month with members reading the 
book throughout the month and then meeting as a group to discuss at the end of the month.  We will meet on 
February 1st at 6PM at the church to discuss the group setup and introduce/answer  any questions. For  
our first selection, we will be reading The Stranger in the Lifeboat by Mitch Albom.  Participants will purchase 
the book on their own from a source of their choice. The synopsis of this book is as follows: “Adrift in a raft 
after a deadly ship explosion, ten people struggle for survival at sea. Three days pass. Short on water, food and 
hope, they spot a man floating in the waves. They pull him in. “Thank the Lord we found you,” a passenger 
says. “I am the Lord,” the man whispers.   So begins Mitch Albom’s most beguiling novel yet. In The Stranger 
in the Lifeboat, Albom keeps us guessing until the end: Is this strange man really who he claims to be? Are the 
survivors in heaven, or are they in hell?....”   If you wish to join us or just check us out the first month, contact 
Kristie Ballard (our church Librarian) (515 250 9297) or Suzette Betts (641 919 1008) If you can’t make the 
first meeting you can still read the book and join us at the end of the month for discussion! That date is to be 
determined later.  
 
If anyone has additional small groups they would like to see 
initiated, please contact Suzette Betts, we would love some 
new ideas! Small groups can have an important impact on 
deepening your faith and building  
community! 
 
Submitted by: Suzette Betts 
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   Pantry Happenings by Janet Rudolph 
 
Stone Soup Supper Success! 
Thanks go to so many people for making the 14th Annual Stone Soup Supper such a successful event!  The 
nine local restaurants providing soup were:  Bluebird Cafe, Copper Boar - American Pub, Fiesta Mexican  
Restaurant, Káva House and Café, Naomi's Kitchen, Reds Alehouse, Sobremesa Cuisine Y Cantina, Tin Roost, 
and Z’s Catering and BBQ.  Event sponsors were: GreenState Credit Union, Hills Bank, Purple Bloom School, 
First Interstate Bank, H&H Home Builders, and South Slope Cooperative.  Table Sponsors were:  Accurate  
Automotive, Mike and Jenni Hummel, NLCP Volunteers, Ashley Bermel Realtor at Urban Acres Real Estate, 
Aaron and Lindsay Johnson, and Adam and Laurie Woods.  We also thank EcoCare for providing compostable 
bowls and spoons, the Mission Bluegrass Band for their special music, terrific volunteers, and everyone who 
came out to share a wonderful evening of fun, fellowship, entertainment and great food! 

Community Closet 
The Closet is in need of seasonal kids' clothes in sizes XS-XL.  If you are cleaning out drawers and closets  
during this cold weather, remember your neighbors while you're sorting.  
 
Quite a Year at the Pantry! 
2022 was a record year at the Pantry.  When we compare it to the previous year, we see a substantial increase.  
We distributed 452,533 pounds of food (over 300,000 pounds in 2021), 11,344 clothing items (7,000 items in 
2021), and 1,521 detergent items, made 792 grocery deliveries (475 in 2021), and saw 351 new families.  We 
couldn't do this without the volunteers and community support. 
 
Pantry Expansion Project 
The Pantry services have far outgrown the existing building.  In order to further this mission and grow to meet 
the physical needs of the Pantry, we have been in discussion with the Ministry Council regarding ways to  
expand.  Information sessions have been held with members of the congregation, and the next step is a  
congregational vote on whether to allow this ministry to move forward with an expansion project.  The vote is set 
for February 5th from 9-9:30 in Room 204/205 and from 11:15-12pm in the Sanctuary. 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL CHARGE CONFERENCE 
 

Please join us for a very special charge conference as 
Church members vote on the Pantry Expansion Project.  
This is taking place Sunday, February 5th: 
9-9:30am in Room 204/205 
11:15-12:00pm in the Sanctuary 
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Labyrinth  
 

 The Labyrinth will be out in fellowship hall for Ash Wednesday on February 22. Alecia will 
be doing imposition of ashes from 12:00 – 1:00 pm and 6-7 pm that evening. The labyrinth will  
remain open for the evening after that but taken down on Thursday. 

 The concept of the labyrinth dates back to the Middle Ages and was seen as a metaphor of the 
church. During the time of the Crusades, the labyrinth became a substitute for pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land. A pilgrimage was usually undertaken as a form of penance, and so the symbolic walk of a  
labyrinth was an act of becoming right with God. In the past two centuries, the labyrinth has become a 
metaphor for life in general, the center of the labyrinth representing a retreat where one can renew 
connection with the divine. 

 When walking the labyrinth, a person enters and exits the journey in the same place. There are 
three stages which can be represented in this walk: 
1. Seeking (the journey in) – bringing or carrying something to God like a burden, a petition, or a 

hurtful struggle. 
2. Receiving (residing in the center ) – handing over and leaving it up to God. 
3. Carrying forth (the journey out) – letting go or leaving it behind finishing the journey less  

burdened. 

There is no right way or wrong way to walk the labyrinth. The journey should be yours and fit 
your spiritual needs. Please be respectful of others also walking. If you encounter someone along the 
path, step aside. Children should be accompanied by an adult.  

 
-Regina Erickson 
 
 
 
 
 

MARKERS 
 
This month we said goodbye to Jim Carter, as we held his memorial service on January 8.  Jim used 
his gifts and talents as our church treasurer for 30 years.  He will be greatly missed.  Please continue to 
remember Deb in your prayers. 
 
On January 28, we celebrated the Sacrament of Holy Baptism for Ada Grace Millard.  Ada’s big 
brother, Dillon, assisted with pouring of the water.  Ada’s parents are Angela and Doug Millard.   
Welcome little one!  This is the first time we were able to use the new baptismal banner, which was a 
memorial gift from the Charlotte Young family. 
 
-Pastor Alecia 
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LGBTQ+ Inclusiveness Ministry is Looking to Grow 
 

LGBTQ+ ministry is dedicated to being welcoming, inclusive and to raise awareness for 
the LGBTQ+ community.  
Our mission statement is “Reaching out while we grow within.”  
We are working to make our church more welcoming and make all persons comfortable 
while at worship, and assisting church membership with understanding the issues that 
greatly impact LGBTQ persons and their families. LGBTQ+ is looking to “make a  
difference.” We would like to extend an invitation to join us. Anyone interested in joining 
the LGBTQ+ ministry, please reach out to Jesse and Elaine Hernandez, Tina Winch, or 
Pastor Alecia.                                                                     
 
-Elaine Hernandez              
 
 
 

THE OTHER 12 DISCIPLES:  a Lenten Drama 
 

We will join with the other Iowa City Area Circuit churches in a special drama for Holy 
Week.  This all-woman cast will bring to life the women who surrounded Jesus’ life and 
ministry.  From our church, the following women are involved:  Cathy Clemens, Kyra 
Corbett, Brenda Gordley and Lynn Jansen.  Our church will host the production on  
Sunday, April 2 at 4:00 PM on Palm Sunday.  We will open our doors to the larger  
community and churches.  This will be filmed for other churches to use during this time. 
Mark your calendar now so you don’t miss this meaningful beginning to Holy Week. 
 
-Pastor Alecia 
     



 

 

Important dates in 
February 

5: Special Charge Conference 
10: Youth Group Game Night 
19: Mardi Gras Sunday 
24: Peacemakers 
28: Ministry Council 

 
How to 

 worship with us: 
Go to our Facebook page:  
First United Methodist Church 
of North Liberty. 
 
Www.facebook.com/10832956

7465372/videos/ 
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Judy Bonnet—2 
Ntando Dube—2 
Breeyn Gryp—3 
Rita Jensen—3 
Collin Just—3 
Samantha Schrage—3 
Mary Jo Roberts—5 
Dennis Boyd—6 
Gwen Fangman—6 
Gianna Smith—6 
David Jansen—7 
Brady Mancilla—8 
Mark Sertterh—8 
Andrew Demory—9 
Kris McLure—9 
Maddie Laffey—10 
Karen Huntley—15 
 

Gregory Dils—16 
Heidi Fay—16 
Jaryn Sertterh—16 
Jessica Steburg—16 
Tom Hamilton—17 
Dakota Laidig—17 
Jacki Knorr—19 
Eli Fahlgren—20 
Ariella Ingle—22 
Margaret Adams—23 
Kristin Beckman—23 
Robert Gardiner—24 
Kyle Schrepfer—26 
Al Morgan—28 
Paige Lambi—29 
Ashley Reedy—29 

Hearing assistance devices are 
available at the sound booth for 
those that need them.  Please stop 
by and request one if needed. 

 
First United Methodist 

Church 
85 North Jones Blvd. 

North Liberty, IA  52317 
319-626-2762 

nlmadmin@southslope.net 
www.nlmethodist.org 

Steve & Marian Gibbons—5 
Omar Paz Tavera &  
Evelia Paz Leal—9 
Jim & Peggy Jedlicka—11 
Larry & Judith Carmack—24 

 

We have copies of the 2023 
budget available for you in the 
Administrative Wing if you are 
interested. 


