
 

 

North Liberty, Iowa  

 
Thank you for the  
Christmas card and 

gift!   
 

As a staff, we are 
grateful for your  

on-going support and  
encouragement.  We 
love doing ministry 

alongside you. 
 

Thank you again, 
 

Church staff  

Church Mission  
Statement 

 
To follow and 

Invite others to follow 
Jesus Christ. 

January 

NEWS FROM PASTOR ALECIA’S STUDY 
 
BALANCING LIFE 
 
Are you feeling stretched to the limit, tapped out and weary?  Does life feel out of 
focus?  Then come and reset, while putting first things first.  We finish out January 
addressing seeking Jesus in the chaos.  Join us for our new series, Balancing Life: 
 
 January 8 Baptism – Being Named  John 1: 29-34 
 January 15 The Craziness of Speed  Psalm 23 
 January 22 Restoring Relationships  Ephesians 4:31-32 
 January 29   There’s More to Life than Work Exodus 20:8-11 
 
Sneak peek:  Coming in February we will look at what it means to be a United 
Methodist in the midst of the changes within the denomination.  
 
CHRISTMAS EVE  
 
It was wonderful to sing the carols, hear the scriptures and light the candles  
together once again.  Wishing each other a Merry Christmas by candle glow caught 
the joy of the moment.  Thank you to all of the greeters, ushers, sound/audio tech, 
musicians, worship leaders and planners.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alpha Course 
 
Explore the meaning of life in a relaxed, comfortable setting.  Everyone is welcome 
to contribute their own opinions.  Questions might include:  Is there a God?  Why 
am I here? Where am I heading in life?  Join Pastor Alecia on Wednesday nights 
from 7:00-8:00 PM beginning January 25 at the church.  Alpha is for anyone.  It is 
an opportunity to investigate questions about the existence of God, the purpose of 
life, the claims of Jesus and more.  This is for people who may have attended 
church but might not feel they have really understood the basics of faith.  Maybe 
you just have questions.  Come and see on January 25 if this is right for you.  We 
need a minimum of 6 for a class.  See you there.  
 
 

Service Times 
 
Traditional at 8am 
—Live Streamed 
—In person  
 
Contemporary at 10am 
—Live Streamed 
—In person 
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By: Mandy Moellering 
 

What a wonderful year we had in Children’s Ministry in 2022! It was an absolute joy to return to this  
ministry in July and every month brought us so many things to learn, relationships to build and moments to 
celebrate! Here are some highlights from 2022 as we look forward to the promise of 2023. 

 
July: Angela Millard and Katie Mohr  led the team to hold our  MONUMENTAL- VBS for 106  
children. Suzette Betts and her team prepared and served meals to families and volunteers for all four  
evenings of VBS. 
August: We hosted our  VBS Celebration Sunday and introduced our  “Back to Basics” plan to  
encourage a strong foundation in our Children’s Ministry program. 
September: Sunday School begins with approximately 21 children in our  program and Peacemakers 
kicks off the school year with our first event for kids in grades 4-6. Children’s Ministry with Creation Kids 
Preschoolers starts meeting every Thursday morning.  
October: Peacemakers visit Colony Acres and we host our  Family Sunday Bible Walk with treats 
representing our first few months of lessons. More than 17 Bibles have been distributed through various 
programs to children in our church by the month of October. We begin Ministry Mondays with the  
Creation Kids After School Program. 
November: Sunday School registrations have doubled with our  largest class now being PreK/K with 
19 students registered,  and new families joining us each week. We also kick off our Reverse Advent Boxes 
project for the Holiday season.  
December The Sunday School Chr istmas program is a joyous celebration of Chr ist’s birth led by our 
4-6th grade students. The Sunday School classes, joined by kiddos from our congregation as well as  
Creation Kids, acted out the Nativity story from the Gospel of Luke and led us all in preparing our hearts 
for Christmas. Lynn Jansen provided musical direction and accompaniment with visual and audio support 
by Dale and Sharon Ingle. Many parents helped with the Saturday rehearsal (Amber Duwe, Suzi Fesler, 
Jacie Snow, Brittany Scarberry) as well as Sunday School teachers Katie Mohr, David Hanson, Lisa 
Lambi, Amy Hervey, Angela Millard, Ben Mohr, Chris Mohr and youth group members Peyten Eide,  
Jaelynn Eide, Rylie Corbett and Erik Gonzalez.  
 

 
 



 

 

 
Page 2 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What’s Next in 2023??? 
Sunday School will be back in session beginning on January 8th, 2023. We are in need of more volunteer 
teachers as well as people to greet families at the registration table. Please consider volunteering to support 
this important ministry.  

 
 

Peacemakers will continue to meet once a month in 2023- typically on  
Friday evening.  

Please get these dates on the calendar for kids in grades 4-6 to join us! 
 

January 21st, 2023- Heartlanders Faith and Family Night  
(This is a Saturday!) 

February 24th, 2023 
March 31st, 2023 
April 28th, 2023 
May 12th, 2023 

 
And Finally- the BIG news of 2023…we are heading to Outer Space to explore Jesus’ Love in a  
STELLAR, Vacation Bible School! Please save these dates on your Summer Calendar and reach out to 
Mandy at kidmin.nlmethodist@gmail.com if you would like to join our planning team! We can’t wait for 
an amazing week exploring and learning together.- Looking forward to all that 2023 has to offer!  
 
Mandy Moellering-Children’s Ministry Director 
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Last semester was a great time in youth ministry. We started youth group, confirmation, and we gained some 
new leaders! After a few tries we got our schedule all sorted out and found our rhythm. We were looking  
forward to our Christmas party, but the weather had us put a hold on our celebrations. We look forward to  
having our party in January. On December 28th, Ben Mohr helped Alison deliver the reverse advent boxes that 
everyone had donated and we had over 1000lbs of items donated! 
 
As for our spring semester, we are looking forward to more youth group and confirmation. We are also looking 
into a Heartlanders game for their Faith and Family Night. Other things in the works include planning our 
mission trip, planning youth events this spring, and seeing what else we can do to help out our community. 
 
January Schedule: 
Confirmation 6:30pm 11th, 18th, 25th 
EPIC & CIA 7:30pm 11th, 18th, 25th 
Heartlanders game 7pm 21st 
 

Contact Alison at youth.nlmethodist@gmail.com with any questions! 
 

~Alison 

LGBTQ+ Ministry Updates 
 
LGBTQ+ Ministry is in a phase of re-organizing and reviewing outreach goals for the coming year, 
and would love to invite some new members.  
 
Our Mission Statement is  “Reaching Out While We Grow Within” and our guiding principles and 
framework that we have coined as our “Inclusiveness Circle”. We call it a circle because all of these 
principles are fluid and of equal importance when considering what it means to be inclusive to all of 
God’s people.  
 
Inclusiveness Circle:  
Welcoming, listening & learning, acceptance, respect, justice, Welcoming.  
 
If you have an interest in reaching out to the LGBTQ+ community, then we would love to have you, 
as we move this ministry forward. Please reach out to Jesse & Elaine Hernandez or Tina Winch. 
 
-Elaine Hernandez  
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Racial Reconciliation 

 

Martin Luther King day is Monday, January 16. This day commemorates and celebrates the life and  
accomplishments of Martin Luther King. I had the privilege of visiting the National Civil Rights Museum in 
Memphis 2 years ago. It is located at the Lorraine Motel where Martin Luther King Jr was assassinated on 
April 4th, 1968. The museum tour is a somber experience. Most of the tour explains and displays the history of 
the civil rights movement. Beginning with the resistance during slavery, through the “sit-ins”, freedom rides, 
and voting rights marches of the 60’s to the final hours of Martin Luther King’s life at the Lorraine Motel. I 
learned so much on this tour and it was a very emotional experience. Opening my eyes to how much strife  
people of color have gone through for basic civil rights, yet how far there is to go. If you ever have the  
opportunity to visit this experience, I highly recommend it.  
 
Every year the University of Iowa celebrates Martin Luther King Jr. by having a week of Human Rights  
activities. Following is the link to this year’s activities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2023 Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration of Human Rights Week: Full events list - The Loop (uiowa.edu)  
 
 
Also, thank you for participating in Racial Reconciliation Group’s survey that was handed out in November. It 
will be very helpful to us in figuring out what direction and topics we can focus on as a  congregation. 
 
Teresa Ellickson 
Racial Reconciliation Group 
 
The Racial Reconciliation Ministry wanted to share these IPTV series and program schedules for those who 
are interested: 
· Tuesdays at 7:00 pm Henry Louis Gates hosts Finding Your Roots, on PBS. 
· This Thursday (1/5) at 8:00 pm is Reel South: Mossville: When Great Trees Fall on WORLD. (Replays on 
1/7 at 10 pm, and 1/8 at 9 am). 
· Friday (1/6) at 6:00 pm is POV: American Promise, also on WORLD. (Replays on 1/7 at 1 pm) 
· Saturday (1/7) at 7:00 pm is an episode of American Experience: The Blinding of Isaac Woodard on 
WORLD. 
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Bible Study Opportunity 
 

It is a tough world out there. Both humanity, and our entire planet, are experiencing unprecedented  
circumstances. There is nothing more important at this time than having a strong Christian Faith, being on the 
path to Eternal Life, and being able to help others find and pursue that journey with us!   
 
Laura Bibby and Gary Vance are offering a 10-week study that links all of these divine challenges.  The study 
is entitled: The Path to ETERNAL LIFE is a Journey of Faith. The class culminates with a call to Discipleship.   
We are planning to meet on Monday evenings at 6:00 PM beginning January 16. 
 
We will plan to meet on Zoom, or in person at the church library, depending upon what is best for the group.  
Please contact Laura (dbibby6347@aol.com) or Gary (gkvance@gmail.com) to join this adventure in faith.  

Senior Saints 
 
The Second Half of Senior Saints Study for “Aging Faithfully” by Alice Fryling .  The Holy Invitation of Growing 
Older…. 
 
We invite all those interested in joining us for the second half of this author’s book to enjoy a Zoom class combined 
with an in-person class to come on ahead!!  Led by Judy Carmack and Betty Mitchell!  Active discussion and  
scripture introduced to tie our learning together.  The small book may be obtained on Amazon Books. 
 
We will begin:  January 9, 2023. We will discuss Chapter 4 “Letting Go”.   
Scripture Reference: Matthew 13: 44-46,  Lamentations 3:40, Corinthians 13:5, Psalm 37:4, Matthew 11:30, John 
16:12, Ecclesiastes 7:16, Acts 10: 11-16, Ephesians 2:10 
 
When: Jan. 9, 2023 at 10am in Room 205 
 
If you would like to zoom the class,  contact Dennis Boyd at dkb700@southslope.net for numbers and password. 
 

Small Groups/Adult Education 
 
The Adult Education/small group Ministry has finished the all congregation Advent study and will be 

‘restarting’ the existing groups in January utilizing their previous curriculum. Current small groups are inviting  
anyone and all to join them. You do not have to be a member of the church to take part in a small group study, and 
all are welcome to invite others from the community to join one of the class offerings. Current small group studies 
are 1)Senior Saints each Monday morning at 10:00 AM in person, 2)Men’s Group led by Richard Grugin on  
Monday evenings at 7PM at the church, 3) Path to Eternal Life led by Gary Vance and Laura Bibby on Monday 
evening at the church or on ZOOM  at 6PM   4) Wed Evening Women’s Group led by Suzette Betts each  
Wednesday evening at 7PM at the church. If you are interested in joining one of the studies, please contact the 
church office and they will pass on your interest to the group leaders.  

We are also planning to begin a Book of the Month group study in February. Our first book will be The 
Stranger in the Life Boat by Mitch Albom. Participants will purchase the book on their own (used, new, eBook) 
and read the book. Then the group will meet to discuss each month. If you are interested, contact Suzette Betts or 
Kristi Ballard.  Day and time of group meeting yet to be determined.  More details to be sent in January.  

  
 Publication of studies being offered will be posted on our church Facebook page, Companion News and in 

the monthly newsletter prior to any new small group study launching. Most courses will be offered on Zoom or in 
person dependent upon current COVID numbers at that time. 
 
- Suzette Betts 
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SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 
Have you ever wondered what your spiritual gifts are?  Why they are important?  What 
impact do they have on your day-to-day life?  Consider taking the Spiritual Gifts class in 
February.  It is four, two-hour classes of exploration of what Spiritual gifts are and,  
specifically, what your gifts are!  The class will be held on Wednesday nights from 6:30 - 
8:30 in February (1, 9, 15, 22).  If you are interested or have questions, please contact 
Lynn Jansen at 319.936.7164  or  lynnjansen2017@gmail.com 
 
5TH FRIDAY FREE LUNCH 
 
On Friday, Dec. 30tth, our 5th Friday Free Lunch team prepared and served a wonderful 
meal at the Free Lunch Shelter on Gilbert Court.  We served 111 meals of Scalloped  
Potatoes with Ham; broccoli, fresh fruit, roll and Christmas Cookies.  The guests that day 
were very excited about the home-cooked meal and were very grateful as well.  Our  
wonderful cooks included:  Kristi Ballard, Kristin Beckman, Suzette Betts, Laura Bibby, 
Judy Bornkessel, Kathy Boyd, Kyra Corbett, Gwen Fangman, Marian Gibbons, Lynn  
Jansen, Vicki Muller, Kim Rogers, Jenn Steburg,  Our awesome servers included Rylee 
Corbett, Jess Steburg, Jenn Steburg, Scott Steburg, Dave Jansen, Lynn Jansen, Kim  
Rogers, and Tim Rogers.   We have been involved in this ministry for over 25 years!  A 
HUGE thank you to this team for reaching out beyond our walls to feed the hungry! 
 
ATTENTION 
 
As of Monday, January 9, Bucket List will be meeting in Fellowship Hall at the church on 
Monday mornings at 9 AM.  Join us for coffee and conversation! 
 
LENTEN DRAMA 
Exciting news out of the Iowa River Circuit!  A Lenten drama, The Other Disciples, will 
involve 2 women from each of the churches in the circuit.  The drama will be presented 
twice, with the first performance on Palm Sunday, April 2 at our church.  There will be a 
second performance that week with the place to be determined.  For those involved in  
acting and staging, there will be 4 rehearsals which will take place at our church.  Each 
woman has a separate monologue to share about their character. 
If you remember the Living Last Supper when 12 men of the church portrayed the  
disciples of Jesus, then The Other Disciples is its counterpart.  This drama portrays the 
women who encounter Jesus during his ministry and final days.  If you want to be a part 
of this powerful story, please let Pastor Alecia know. 
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   Pantry Happenings by Janet 
 
 

Return of the Stone Soup Supper!!! 
Come and enjoy wonderful soup, music and fellowship at the Stone Soup Supper.  This year's Supper is Sunday, 
January 15, at the church.  Pick-up to-go soup will be available from 3:00-4:00 p.m., and the sit-down supper 
will run from 4:30-7:00 p.m.  Soup is being donated by the Bluebird Diner, Z's Catering, Naomi's Kitchen, Reds 
Alehouse, Copper Boar and more!  The very entertaining Mission Bluegrass Band will be playing while you  
enjoy your soup.  The meal is free to all who need a warm meal, but free-will donations are accepted.  Tickets 
are for sale in advance and can be purchased online (https://secure.givelively.org/event/north-liberty-community-
pantry/stone-soup-supper-2022) or at the Pantry.  Volunteers are needed to help serve soup, greet guests or help 
with clean up.  Please sign up at this link (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090844a4ae22a46-2021?
blm_aid=132098#/). 
 
Reverse Advent Drive 
Many thanks go to everyone who contributed to the Creation Kids' and Church's Reverse Advent Drive.  The 
Pantry received over 1,085 pounds of much needed and much appreciated toiletries, diapers, cleaning supplies, 
socks, underwear, hats and gloves.  There is a great need right now in our community, and we are so grateful for 
your generosity. 
 
 
 
As a record year at the Pantry comes to a close, I want to share an exciting opportunity to grow with you all. The 
Pantry has been an essential outreach ministry of the Church for over 37 years. It all began with your support, 
efforts, and contributions. This last year, together, we have been able to serve more than 2,500 individuals,  
children, seniors and families in our community. We have come a long way from the closet in the church to now 
distributing nearly 500,000 pounds of food, toiletries and essential items to our neighbors in need. Despite this 
accomplishment, we have several space constraints that have been limiting our ability to serve more, retain staff 
members, and provide the best possible volunteer experience.  

Through many thoughtful conversations, strategic planning sessions, and data analysis, the Pantry’s Board of  
Directors worked with the Ministry Council to explore building a new building to help better serve the needs of 
the community and continue the important mission started so long ago. As we walk this journey of growth  
together, we want to share all of our ideas and plans, and ask for your feedback and input. Starting on January 
15th, I will share our story of growth and show some preliminary ideas to the congregation. Then I will host  
information and Q&A sessions open for all to attend. When the time is right, we will ask the congregation to  
decide if moving forward with an expansion project is the right step for us and for our community.  

I look forward to sharing more with you all soon. Thank you again for all of your continued support of our  
mission. 

-Kaila Rome, North Liberty Community Pantry Executive Director 



 

 

Important dates in 
January 

15: Stone Soup Supper 
16: Church Office Closed 
21 Heartlanders Game 
24: Ministry Council 
 

 
Worship with us: 

Www.facebook.com/10832956
7465372/videos/ 
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Henry Criswell—1 
Audrey Bunten—2 
Mike Bunten—2 
Mark Larson—2 
Natalie Raap—4 
Barbara Dixon—5 
Graham Beckman—6 
Libby Berner—6 
Scott Gordley—8 
Kara Adrian—9 
Rylee Corbett—9 
Lily Ellickson—9 
Madilynn Thompson—10 
Christine Langridge—11 
Kevin Olson—11 
Kathy Boyd—12 
Alison Demory—14 
Alison Merrill—14 
Carl Richey—14 
Scott Berner—15 
Rhonda Sexton—15 

Suzette Betts—16 
Leslie Holway—16 
Josh Stokes—17 
Brian Courtois—18 
Ethan Lampkin—18 
Jose Omar Paz Tavera—18 
Doug Wichhart—18 
Deb Jesina—21 
Bekezela Dube—22 
Tim Jesina—22 
Joel Gryp—23 
David Mohr—23 
Shane Ellickson—24 
Deborah Schoephoerster—27 
Hannah Bakke—28 
Ashley Bonnet—28 
Rich Adams—29 
Colton Haren—30 
Gene Mohling—30 
Judy Westlake—30 HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
Mike & Denise Brotherton—3 
Dick & Judy Bornkessel—24 
Bill & Reggie Erickson—24 

Celebration of life for Jim Carter 
 
Jim served as the church  
treasurer for 30 years.   
The service for Jim will be held 
on Sunday, January 8.  Visitation 
is from 1:00-4:00 PM.  The  
memorial service will begin at 
4:00 PM, with a fellowship time 
to follow.   

OPENINGS 
We have openings in several teams, boards and ministries.  Check out the board in the Fellowship 
Hall to give you an overview of the ministries.  If you see a ministry that catches your eye, the team 
leads are listed or contact the church.  Come check and explore the various teams.  Most pressing 
needs are in the areas of: 
Sunday School children’s teachers and assistants – We need to add 2 more classrooms to better serve 
our rapidly growing ministry.  Contact Mandy Moellering @ kidmin.nlmethodist@gmail.com 
LGBTQ+ Ministries – This team is looking to add 2-3 more folks to work alongside existing team 
members to live into their mission and vision.  Contact Elaine Hernandez for more information. 
Creation Kids Board – Church members sit on this board along with parent representatives.  They 
meet monthly and help to guide the ministry.  Contact Michelle Eide at CKdir@southslope.net or  
Alecia Hilmer at pastor@southslope.net for more information. 

The nursery hours have been 
changed to 9:45am-11:15am. 
 

 
First United Methodist 

Church 
85 North Jones Blvd. 

North Liberty, IA  52317 
319-626-2762 

nlmadmin@southslope.net 
Www.nlmethodist.org 


