
 

 

North Liberty, Iowa  

Church Mission  
Statement 

 
To follow and 

Invite others to follow 
Jesus Christ. 

Service Times 
 
Traditional at 8am 
—Live Streamed 
—In person 
Contemporary at 10am 
—Live Streamed 
—In person 

2022 

 

WORSHIP THEMES OF GRATITUDE 
Join us for worship as we express gratitude to God throughout the month of  
November.  Be it in the Hereafter, or in the expression of gratitude to God 
through our financial gifts or the beginning of a new Advent season, November 
marks a month of thankfulness.  Here are the themes and scriptures for you to 
peruse prior to service. 
Nov. 6   The Hereafter     Rev. 21:1-4 
Nov. 13  Grace is Giving   2 Corinthians 8:1-15 
Nov. 20  The Lord Needs It    Mark 11:1-11 
   Lucy Hershberger and Alecia Hilmer 
Joy to the World!  Advent Theme 
Nov. 27  The Joy of Being Chosen   Luke 1: 26-30 
         Matt. 1:18-19 
Later in the newsletter you will see an invitation to give to various ministries 
through our Compassion Baskets.  This is the second year, which we bring other 
gifts to the altar as well.  Join us at 8:00, 10:00 or live-stream service! 

Cookie Sale 
 
The annual Cookie, Candy, Bake and Craft Sale will be held on Saturday,  
December 10th from 9-12pm, in the Fellowship Hall. Please spread the word so 
we can have a successful sale.  If you are finding the increased cost of baked 
goods holding you back from contributing, please contact Judy Bonnet for  
assistance. We will again be selling cookies and candy. Please help provide  
cookies if you are able.  
 
-Judy Bonnet 

CHARGE CONFERENCE CIRCUIT STYLE 
The annual Charge Conference will be held on Tuesday, November 22, beginning 
at 6:30 PM.  We will join with other churches in our circuit for the annual  
business meeting.  Our circuit is comprised of the following churches:  Solon 
UMC, First UMC of North Liberty, Coralville UMC, First UMC of Iowa City, St. 
Mark’s UMC, Sharon Center UMC, and West Branch UMC.  Grace UMC of  
Tiffin will be joining in our Charge Conference as well.  Following a devotion by 
Lyle Muller, the churches will break into 3 groups to celebrate, to review our 
goals and to conduct the business of the church.  All are welcome to attend the 
meeting.  We will be finished by 8:00 PM. 
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What an amazing past month it has been in the Children’s Ministry Program! From a  
Peacemakers trip to Colony Acres to a special celebration of our children receiving their own  
Bibles- the month has flown by and been just jam-packed with amazing God Moments! 
 
Sunday School: 
This past month we spent some more time in the Old Testament, learning about Joseph’s  
Colorful Coat, Moses The Baby in the Basket, The Ten Commandments and the special  
friendship between Ruth and Naomi. Our 4-6 graders have put together an incredible timeline of 
Exodus and Moses’ role as a special helper to God. It is super cool and we hope to display it in 
the Fellowship Hall so everyone can take a look! 
 
Peacemakers: 
Peacemakers took a trip to Colony Acres in October which is always a huge hit with the kids. 
Thank you to all of the team members who were able to join in! In November we are back on site 
for a scavenger hunt and learning more about Compassion as we head into the holidays.  
 
Bible Distribution: 
It was a wonderful celebration on Sunday, October 23rd when we gifted several kids their very 
own Bibles, as well as handed out bags of “Bible Tools” to some of our children who received 
their Bibles in their classrooms earlier this year. We have handed out over 12 Bibles this year and 
are so thankful the church continues to make this gift possible. 
 
Coming Up: 
We have many exciting things coming our way- another Family Sunday Activity and our Advent 
Painting Class. Please also get December 17th and 18th on your calendar for our rehearsal and 
presentation of The Christmas Story in our Nativity Pageant. We need ALL the angels, sheep and 
shepherds we can find! 
December 9th: Peacemakers 6-8pm 
December 17t: Christmas Nativity Rehearsal 10-12 
December 18th: Christmas Nativity Pageant  
 
We Need Smiles! 
Sunday School needs Greeters to welcome families with a warm smile. 8:50-9:05 each Sunday. 
Contact Mandy if you are available.  
 
-Mandy Moellering 
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Youth Ministry 
 

Mark your calendars! The Youth Groups will be hosting a dinner and games on December 
3rd. Make plans to attend this fun event! More information to come shortly. 
 

 

 

EPIC (Engaging People In Christ: 9-12) and CIA (Christians In Action: 7-8) are in full 
swing! We are so excited to have both groups up and running. There have already been 
many connections made, many ideas started, and lots of learning about the Lord. It’s not 
too late to join either group! If you know a 7-12 grader who would benefit from a  
community of believers to share with each week, invite them to come check us out. On 
Wednesday nights, CIA and EPIC both meet at 7pm (following Confirmation). We have a 
lot of fun things in the works for this year! Questions? Ask Alison at 
youth.nlmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Confirmation has started! We are meeting on Wednesday evenings at 6pm. The students 
and mentors are learning together and sharing in this journey. We look forward to  
continuing to walk with these students and guide them into their new status as confirmed 
members of the church this spring! Reach out to Alison with any questions at 
youth.nlmethodist@gmail.com  

-Alison Merrill 
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Adult Education/Small Groups                              
 

The Adult Education/small group Ministry will be offering an ALL  
CONGREGATION Advent small group study beginning the week of November 27 and 
continuing on for 4 weeks.  The study will be based on Adam Hamilton’s book entitled 
The Journey, Walking the Road to Bethlehem. (10th Anniversary Edition).  In the 
book, “Adam Hamilton travels from Nazareth to Bethlehem in a fascinating look at the 
birth of Jesus Christ. He illuminates this most amazing moment in history while following 
the footsteps of Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and others and we gain insight into our own 
journey with Christ.” 

 
Current small groups are inviting anyone and all to join them. You do not have to 

be a member of the church to take part in the study, and all are welcome to invite others 
from the community to join one of the class offerings.  The course has an accompanying 
DVD that will be shown at each session along with discussion of the corresponding  
chapters in the book. A supply of books has been ordered and will be available for  
purchase from the church/small group leaders. Books will be $13 for regular print, and a 
small supply of large print books will be available for $15 per book.  

 
The study will be offered on Sunday mornings in between the 8AM service and 

the 10AM service.  A perfect time for those parents with kids in Sunday school to stay 
and enjoy the study while waiting for children attending Sunday school, and for those 
who want to stay after the 8AM service, or come early for the 10AM service. This small 
group offering will be in the Adult Education wing of the church with Brenda Conry  
facilitating the group. The Advent study will also be offered on Monday mornings at 
10:00AM in person or on zoom with the Senior Saints group, Monday evenings with the 
Men’s Group at 7PM at the church (Richard Grugin leading), Monday evenings at 6PM 
(Gary Vance and Laura Bibby leading), and Wednesday evenings at 7PM with the  
Women’s Group (Suzette Betts leading). If there is interest, Pastor Alecia has offered to 
facilitate a class during the week during daytime as well.  

 
After the completion of this Advent study, the current small groups will go back to 

their previous curriculum, and you are most welcome to join those groups. Publication of 
studies being offered will be posted on our church Facebook page, Companion News and 
in the monthly newsletter prior to any new small group study launching. Most courses 
will be offered on Zoom or in person dependent upon current COVID numbers at that 
time. 
 
-Suzette Betts 
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   Pantry Happenings by Janet 
 

Vintner's Run Fundraiser 
Walker Homestead and Lubben Vineyards & Wines are collaborating with GreenState Foundation 
to hold the second Vintner's Run fundraiser for the North Liberty and Coralville food pantries on 
Sunday, Nov. 13.  The 5K run/walk is on a groomed course around the Walker Homestead Farm 
with fire pits and local wine samples along the route, which ends in the vineyard and the barn with 
a celebration mimosa, farm breakfast and live music from the Mission Bluegrass Band.   
Registration start times are spread across the morning with a limit of 17 people every 5 minutes 
from 10:00 AM to noon.  Registration is $50.00 for the first 200 registrants and $60.00 thereafter, 
and all proceeds will go to the pantries.  Sign up at:  https://www.walker-homestead.com/
calendar/2021/11/13/vintners-run-2022. 
 

Scouting for Food 
Scouting for Food was Saturday, Oct. 8, and the Pantry received more than 7,535 pounds of food.  
Thank you to all those donors who filled bags, the Scouts who picked them up, and the volunteers 
who helped to sort them at the Pantry.  We are thrilled to have such a variety of food.  In  
September we served 387 households and distributed 44,320 pounds of food, the highest month 
ever at the Pantry.  During the week of Oct. 17-22, we had 242 visits, distributed 9,903 pounds of 
food and 271 clothing items, and made 17 deliveries.  Donations are critical at this time of high 
inflation and growing need. 
 

Garden Harvest Party 
The Harvest Party was Oct. 6, a beautiful evening for harvesting the Pantry's Growing Together 
Garden.  We harvested 295 pounds of produce for the Pantry.  Thanks to all the helpers! 
 

New Employee 
Leslie Alvarez has joined the Pantry as the Community Resource Coordinator.  She grew up in 
Cedar Rapids, and now she, her husband, and their son live in North Liberty.  Leslie previously 
worked in the credit union industry, where she taught financial wellness in communities across 
Iowa.  She is looking forward to working with the team to help meet the needs of our community. 
 

Volunteers 
In November we give thanks to the Lord for all He has given us throughout this past year, and that 
includes the food on our tables and the clothes we wear.  When you volunteer at the Pantry, you 
have the opportunity to give back by showing God's love and grace to those in our community 
who struggle to meet basic needs.  Open volunteer drop-in times are the 2nd and 4th Mondays of 
each month from 3:30-6:00, and coming to one is a good way to learn about what happens at the 
Pantry.  For more information, explore our website (https://northlibertycommunitypantry.org) and 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/nlcpantry) or call the Pantry at 626-2711. 
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Nursery Ministry 
Our nursery is open! We have trained staff in the nursery during our 10am service. The nursery 
is for any child who is under the age of 4. Our staff would love to care for your child so that 
you can fully take in the worship service. If you have any questions, reach out to Alison at 
youth.nlmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Reverse Advent Boxes 
We will be doing our reverse advent boxes again this year for the pantry. The boxes will be out 
soon for you to pick up and if all the boxes are gone then you can use any box you find that 
will hold the items! The list and calendar will be with the boxes for you to grab. We appreciate 
your support of the pantry and their mission. 

 

Stephen’s Minister 
We are going to start training in January and would like for people interested in being a  
Stephen's Minister to contact Betty Mitchell, Jim Mitchell or Darlene Smith by Dec 15th.    
There will be 12 weeks of training. 
 
CHURCH MINISTRIES 
Please take a few moments to look over the new bulletin board in Fellowship Hall that lists our 
church's ministries and who leads them!  We currently have 39 active ministries!!!  We are 
grateful to those who lead and the MANY people who serve on those ministry teams!! 
 
 
NOVEMBER IS GRATITUDE MONTH  
Last year, the Worship Team encouraged our church membership to donate to four wonderful 
ministries during the month of November.  This was received very well and we are doing it 
again this year!    We will have four large baskets set out in the sanctuary for everyone to bring 
in their donations.  The four baskets are: 
BIKE MINISTRY -  Helmets (all sizes), Bike locks, headlights and training wheels 
TOYS FOR TOTS - Children's toys 
INSIDE/OUT - Dish place settings for 2-4, glasses in groups of 4, hot pads, dish towels, basic 
cooking utensils, towels 
FOOD PANTRY - canned goods (especially meat, soups, veggies and fruits), boxed meal kits, 
cereal, toilet paper and liquid clothing detergent 
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 STEWARDSHIP MONTH  Todd Hilmer, Stewardship Chair 

 
“EVERY TIME WE MAKE A DECISION TO BE GENEROUS, WE DISCOVER THAT OUR 

GOD REFUSES TO BE OUT-GIVEN.” 
 

We love this quote as we think about how we respond to God through our financial  
resources.  This month we will hold our annual stewardship drive.  Our commitment drive 
helps us: 
¨ Embrace the spiritual discipline of giving. 
¨ Understand this is a promise between us and God. 
¨ Helps us give intentionally. 
The Stewardship team will be mailing out a letter the first week of November offering more 
information, an opportunity to give to a mission to follow and invite others to follow Jesus 
Christ. 

Church Retreat    Dave Jansen, Retreat Team Chair 
 
The first All-Church retreat happened on Sunday, October 16 in the afternoon. We had about 
35 people that were able to attend and share with one another. We spent time: imagining our  
future, playing together with drums, working together in teams to draw our spiritual quilt, and 
in deeper spiritual exploration through a guided meditation exercise.  In between all of these 
activities, we had snacks, beverages and great conversation with one another.  I am sure we 
will have more opportunities going forward to come together to worship, discern and play to-
gether. Keep watching for future updates. I look forward to getting together with you.  
 
In the fellowship hall you will find a Retreat board.  On it 3 questions were posed:  
¨ What do we need to let go of in the congregation? 
¨ What or who are we running towards? 
¨ What does Jesus see in this congregation? 
Come write your answers on the Retreat Board.  Your input helps shape discussions with the 
church. 
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My First Mind, Heart, and Eye-Opening Experiences with Racism 
By: Gary Vance 

 
I am a member of the Racial Reconciliation Committee. This is a group of loving, compassionate, and conscientious 
FUMCNL members. Each of us has a desire to improve the uncomfortable, unfortunate, and often dire circumstances 
that way too many people of color and varied ethnicities, experience in our culture. Our mission is seeking first to  
understand this concern and then to determine, with and through God, productive action plans to address the problem.  
This calls for us to dive into scripture and prayerfully search our hearts and minds for solutions. 
 
I am a native Iowan who grew up in the northwest Iowa community of Le Mars. My experiences all the way through 
high school exposed me to just one single person that was of a different nationality or culture.  That person, a Black 
male, was a very athletic basketball player from Sioux City Central who competed against our Le Mars High School  
basketball team. I was a 7th grader attending the game. I was extremely fascinated by his ability to control the floor and 
score prolifically!  There began my first stereotype of a Black person…actually, not a negative one at all.  Of  
significance, I had no real experience with or understanding of racial prejudice or discrimination throughout my K-12 
education. That would change a few years later. 
 
Racism came into focus for me when I was in college from 1965-1969.  Like today, this was a time of racial tension. 
What I experienced was life-changing! I attended Westmar College, which was located in my hometown of Le Mars. 
Westmar was affiliated with the Evangelical United Brethren Church, which merged with the Methodist Church in 1968. 
The college closed in 1997.  At Westmar, most students from a different culture came from either Nigeria or Sierra  
Leone in Africa. The majority attended the college church, Calvary. I became familiar with these students through  
college activities. After college, my wife and I helped one of them find a home for his sister in Muscatine, Iowa. 
 
I was a biology major. In 1968, during my junior year, our Marine Biology class took a field trip to the deep South.  Our 
goal was to arrive at Southern Mississippi University Marine Laboratory located on the Gulf of Mexico by Ocean 
Springs, Mississippi.  All participants were either biology majors or minors. There were ten of us. We were accompanied 
by three Christian professors and the wife of one. In our group, we had one Black student, Ruth, who came from Sierra 
Leone. We traveled and camped during our journey through Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 
 
We had our first eye-opening experience in southern Missouri at a Dairy Queen. We stopped there for a break. Upon  
arriving, we got into two lines at the front of the facility. A clerk, in the most vile and insensitive language, directed our 
friend Ruth to a window at the side of the building! Ruth had never experienced such a thing…and the rest of us hadn’t 
either! It was a wake-up call for the rest of the trip! We were all extremely disappointed and empathetic toward Ruth. 
 
Later in our journey, we encountered another compelling racism experience as we stopped at a gas station in Mississippi 
for a restroom break. We all entered the building and formed a line outside the RR’s. Using a violent racial slur, a clerk 
directed Ruth to a restroom at the back of the building! We were again shocked and extremely disappointed!  Our four 
girls caringly accompanied Ruth to “her” restroom. They were stunned and came back into the building to get the guys. 
We all hustled to where Ruth was expected to use the restroom.  There was a filthy dirty, door-less room the size of a 
closet, for both male and female Black people!  Ruth was in tears…and we were all incensed and ashamed of what was 
transpiring in our society. It was a real-time introduction to racism for each of us! From that point on, our three Christian 
professors screened every venue we used.  Only one-in-three restaurants would admit Ruth into their facility. Our whole 
group was now sincerely and conscientiously seeking to protect our dear friend. 
 
This experience led me to attend college past my BS degree to achieve a 2nd major, Social Science Divisional, with an 
emphasis in sociology, psychology, history, and government. Such classes as Social Problems, Minority Relations, and 
Deviant Behavior, taught me a powerful lot about human behavior during this pursuit. My eyes were opened further. 
God was preparing me for my first career teaching history/civics in Muscatine, Iowa…a community of great diversity. 
 
For sure, through my life experiences, and my faith in the Holy Bible and the teachings of Jesus Christ, I am unable to 
reconcile what is transpiring in America today. Let us all be praying for our country and the victims of racism, vitriol, 
hatred, greed, dishonesty, and self-centeredness. To me there is no place in a “civilized” nation with an abundance of 
“Christians” for such behavior. Let us also pray for action plans to address Racial Reconciliation.  Amen. 



 

 

Important dates in 
November 

8: Finance Meeting 
11: Peacemakers 
22: Charge Conference 
24-25: Closed for  
 Thanksgiving 
 

 
How to 

 worship with us: 
Go to our Facebook page:  
First United Methodist Church 
of North Liberty. 
 
If you don’t have Facebook, 
but do have internet access, 
use the following link: 
Www.facebook.com/10832956

7465372/videos/ 
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Anthony Medina—2 
Randy Rotter—2 
Cody Schneider—2 
Patrick Bonnet—3 
Cheryl Sawyer—4 
Brent Criswell—7 
Elaine Hernandez—7 
Stephanie Wilson—7 
Brenda Conry—8 
Lisa Benton—9 
Hailey Nielsen—9 
Jon Maakestad—10 
Cal Robertson—10 
Shannon Innis—13 
Olivia Swope—13 
Keira McKnight—14 
Brody Schoon—14 
Regina Erickson—15 
 

Barb Rechkemmer—15 
Charlie Saxton—17 
Heather Schrage—17 
Jaelynn Eide—20 
Spencer Moellering—20 
Malinda Lamb—21 
Joan Siders—22 
Tony Swope Jr.—23 
Roberta Healy—24 
Ron Lough—24 
Tyler Schrepfer—24 
Ryan Waterbury—24 
Hunter Knorr—25 
Beth Saxton—25 
Austin Gordley—26 
Kendra Triggs—27 
Jenna Davis—29 
Dick Bornkessel—20 

Hearing assistance devices are 
available at the sound booth for 
those that need them.  Please stop 
by and request one if needed. 

 
First United Methodist 

Church 
85 North Jones Blvd. 

North Liberty, IA  52317 
319-626-2762 

nlmadmin@southslope.net 
www.nlmethodist.org 

Jeff & Peggy Daugherty—7 
Dale & Mary Beth Julius—7 
Adam & Ashley Smith—17 
Cory & Wendy Danger—23 
Brian & Amy Hervey—23 

The Annual Charge Conference will be held on  
Tuesday, November 22nd at 6:30pm. 


