
 

 

North Liberty, Iowa  

Church Mission  
Statement 

 
To follow and 

Invite others to follow 
Jesus Christ. 

Service Times 
 
Traditional at 8am 
—In person only 
 
Contemporary at 10am 
—Live Streamed 
—In person 

2022 

BACK TO BASICS 
 
We will be finishing up our Back to Basics (B2B) series during the first two 
weeks of October.  This series has focused on how we deepen our relationship 
with God by returning to spiritual practices to help facilitate a more meaningful 
connection with the Lord.  Lynn Jansen and I will be teaching together on the 
first week of the month on living into our spiritual gifts.  The last week speaks to 
how we share what has brought us life. 
 
We will finish out the month with a focus on Spiritual Doubts.    We recognize 
that at any given time followers of Jesus have doubts.  In fact, we know that 2 out 
of 3 Christians admit to experiencing spiritual doubt at some point in their lives.  
On any given Sunday, 1 out 4 people are struggling with doubts that day.  What 
doubts or questions do you have?  Pastor Alecia will seek to speak to as many as 
she is able.  Send your questions to her at pastor@southslope.net.  
 
-Pastor Alecia 

LEADERSHIP TEAMS 
 
Lynn Jansen, our Ministry Coordinator, has worked hard to help our ministry 
teams and committees become fully staffed and providing guidance if requested.  
In October you will see a new bulletin board go up in the fellowship hall to give a 
visual, along with photos and teams of the ever-expanding teams and ministries.  
We are in process of updating our website with the information as well.  Our 
website is at: www.nlmethodist.org. It is encouraging and inspiring to see how 
many folks seek to serve God in so many varied ways within the life of the 
church.  Thank you to everyone who is seeking to live-in to their discipleship 
through service! 
 
-Pastor Alecia 
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Greetings from the Children’s Ministry program! We have had an amazing start to our year with several 
activities and programs back in action this fall. We are thrilled to have over 25 families bringing their 
kiddos in for Sunday School, and are averaging adding at least one new additional family each week! So 
far we have learned about God’s Creations, including the special and unique children we are blessed to 
spend each Sunday morning with. As we move into October, we will start our journey through the Old 
Testament, learning about Joseph and his Colorful Coat, Moses- The Baby in the Basket, the Ten  
Commandments, Special Friends Ruth and Naomi, and David and Goliath!  
 
Our first Family Sunday was so much fun, and we were so happy to have both Sunday School families and 
members of our church family join us for Creation Bingo, our 7 days of Creation craft project and of course 
DONUTS! A big thank you to Jacie Snow and Mike and Spencer Moellering for all of their help on that 
day. Family Sundays are always the last Sunday of the month- so our next gathering will be on October 
30th, following 10am service. I sure loved seeing the preschoolers share their Welcome Song, the 1st-3rd 
graders self portraits and our 4-6 graders amazing slide-show during service. Thank you to teachers Angela 
Millard, Amy Hervey, Lisa Lambi, Terri Davies, Katie Mohr and David Hanson for all of their amazing 
work with our children’s ministry.  
 
Another great program kicking off will be Peacemakers, our 4th-6th grade Youth Group with our first  
Friday night gathering on 9/30. Let’s “Taco” Bout Jesus will be our first theme with a focus on both tacos 
AND getting our kids more comfortable with their Bibles. Lots of fun and active Bible Games are on the 
agenda. Our other Peacemakers evenings are 10/14 with a trip to Colony Acres ( we would love some  
additional chaperones for that night!) as well as an escape room on 11/11. We encourage all kids in grades 
4-6 to grab a friend and give Peacemakers a try.  
 
Another joy this month was the return of our Children’s Ministry Mornings with Creation Kids! Every 
Thursday morning from 8-8:30am I meet with 3 of the 6 CK classrooms to sing songs, read Bible stories 
and talk about how much God loves us! I am so thankful for this opportunity to meet with the kids and 
share with them. They have the best questions and such a 
joy for learning more about God, Jesus, The Bible, and prayer. Just last week a little one shared that she 
was so thankful for dinosaurs and strawberries and wanted to thank God for them. It always brings such a 
smile to my face and joy to my heart that they want a relationship with Jesus!  
 
Finally- I would like to offer just a little information and clarification about my position here at the church. 
My role as Children’s Ministry Director is to work with kids in grades PreK-6, and is a 10-12 hour a week 
position. Some of you may recall my previous work here at the church which was a 30 hour a week posi-
tion. Because this work is just one of the three jobs I have, it is imperative that I maintain office hours for 
both ministry, and meetings etc. You will find me here at the church on Mondays and Thursdays after 
12:30, which is also when I will respond to emails and messages. Thank you so much for your  
understanding and support. 
 
-Mandy Moellering 
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Youth Ministry 
 

EPIC (9-12) and CIA (7-8) are in full swing! We are so excited to have both groups up 
and running. There have already been many connections made, many ideas started, and 
lots of learning about the Lord. It’s not too late to join either group! If you know a 7-12 
grader who would benefit from a community of believers to share with each week; please 
invite them to come check us out. On Wednesday nights, CIA meets at 7pm and EPIC 
meets at 8pm. We have a lot of fun things in the works for this year! Questions? Ask  
Alison at youth.nlmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Confirmation is starting on October 19th at 6pm. The students and mentors are ready to 
learn together and share in this journey. We look forward to walking with these students 
and guiding them into their new status as confirmed members of the church this spring! 
Reach out to Alison with any questions at youth.nlmethodist@gmail.com 
 

Nursery 
 

Our nursery is open! We have trained staff in the nursery during our 8am service, our 9am 
Sunday School time, and our 10am service. The nursery is for any child who is under the 
age of 3. Our staff would love to care for your child so that you can fully take in the  
worship service or volunteer to help with Sunday School. If you have any questions reach 
out to Alison at youth.nlmethodist@gmail.com 

-Alison Merrill 

 

2nd Grade Bible Gifts 
 

Our 2nd grade Students, or any Student who has not received a Bible from the 
church are welcome to join us on October 23rd, at either the 8 or 10am service to get 
their own brand new Bible! Please contact Mandy at kidmin.nlmethodist@gmail.com 
to get your child on the list for Bible Sunday. 
 

-Mandy Moellering 
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   Pantry Happenings by Janet 
 
Taste & Tour and Tribute 
The annual Taste & Tour Open House at the Pantry and Garden, sponsored by United Iowa Financial, was 
Sept. 14, a beautiful evening attended by an enthusiastic crowd of church and community members.  The 
Mission Bluegrass Band played while people toured the Pantry, Garden, and Community Closet and ate 
some great food from Maggie's Farm Wood-Fired Pizza and T.C. Bonez BBQ, as well as tried samples 
made from produce from the Growing Together Garden and tried cracking garlic.  Kids were busy with  
Pantry Activities and the Iowa Children's Museum and enjoyed cotton candy and Kona Ice.  We celebrated 
our amazing volunteers on an amazing evening!   
 
Scouting for Food 
Scouting for Food is a community-wide food drive conducted by the Boy Scouts of America.  This year the 
Scouts will distribute bags to area homes Saturday, Oct. 1, pick up the bags Saturday, Oct. 8, and deliver 
them to the Pantry.  The Pantry particularly needs canned chicken, canned fruit, soup and stews, macaroni & 
cheese, spaghetti and sauce, cereal & oatmeal, rice, and kid-friendly snacks.  This is an important food drive 
that will put a good variety of food on the Pantry's shelves at a time when the demand keeps increasing.  In 
August, we served 397 households and provided 42,784 pounds of food, which is the first time we've ever 
distributed more than 40,000 pounds in one month.  Your donations will really help us continue to meet this 
growing need.  If you receive a bag, please pick up some items and fill that bag! 
 
Growing Together Garden Harvest Party 
It's time to harvest!  Come to the Party Thursday, Oct. 6, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. to help harvest fall produce 
and prepare the garden for cooler weather.  Everyone is welcome! 
 
Winter Coat Distribution 
The season is changing and, as you look through your closet to see what still fits, the Pantry would welcome 
donations for our October winter coat and outerwear distribution.  Our focus this year is on gently used 
warm winter coats for adults.  The distribution is scheduled for the week of October 24-29 during Pantry 
hours.  It will again be set up at the church, and volunteers are needed to help shoppers as we distribute  
hundreds of coats to those in need in our community.  If you can help, sign up through the link on our  
website or at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a044baaae2ea75-coat9. 
 
Save the Date! 
Walker Homestead is holding another Vintner's Run fundraiser for the North Liberty and Coralville food 
pantries on Sunday, Nov. 13.  Run or walk through their beautiful grounds, sample wines and enjoy a  
farm-cooked breakfast while helping support your local pantries. 
 
Volunteers Badly Needed 
Volunteers are essential to our mission of feeding and clothing our neighbors.  We couldn't provide ongoing 
services or special events without volunteers, who are a vital part of this ministry.  There is a great variety 
of jobs that need to be done, and no matter what your availability and skills are, there is a place for you.  
Being a Pantry volunteer is a special way to be in mission, to put your faith into action and show God's love 
to your neighbors who are struggling.  Come join a great group of volunteers and make a difference.  For 
more information about volunteering, check our website:  https://northlibertycommunitypantry.org. 



 

 

Page 5 

 
 

5th Friday Free Lunch 
A team of 20 people will be preparing and serving food on Friday, Sept. 30 at the Iowa City Free Lunch  
program.  For the first time since January 2020, we will be serving in person!!  Currently, the free lunch is  
averaging 130 meals per day.  
  
Deb Picone, who has led this program for over 12 years, is moving her skill set over to the board of the NL 
Food Pantry.  We thank Deb for all her service and expertise in leading this team for so long and we know she 
will be much appreciated at the Pantry!  She has been a wonderful advocate for feeding the hungry!!! 
 

BIKE RIDE 
We had 12 people who enjoyed a wonderful bike ride in September after church service that culminated with 
ice cream at Heyn’s.  We would like to do another fun ride on Sunday, Oct. 22, after church.  We will meet at 
the church at 12 noon (so everyone can grab lunch first) to enjoy an afternoon ride (hopefully with lots of fall 
colors and sunshine).  Again, we will divide into two groups for fast riders and slower riders.  Join us!!! 
 

LEADERSHIP RETREAT 
The leadership of our church was invited to spend a few hours together and  
re-connect in person on Sept. 25.  The afternoon was productive, enjoyable, and led 
to many discussions about our church and our ministries.   
 
 
 

ALL-CHURCH RETREAT 
The entire church family, members and friends, are invited to attend a 3-hour retreat 
on Sunday, Oct. 16, from 2 - 5 PM in Fellowship Hall at the church.  This will be an 
opportunity to share ideas and friendship with other members of our church.  If you 
regularly attend one specific service, it will be an opportunity to share time with 
those who might attend the other service or who have been attending via livestream services.  The main goal of 
the day is to reconnect with each other in Christian Fellowship!!!  Mark your calendars and join us! 
 

REACHERS 
Reachers, an exercise group, is meeting on Monday and Wednesday from 1:30 - 2:15  in the music room at 
church.  The group, led by Deb Picone, uses stretching, movement, dance steps, exercise balls, light hand 
weights, exercise bands, and exercise steps combined with music to exercise.  This is a drop-in group for  
anyone who wants to join as their schedule allows. 
 

COMEDIAN DAN KULP 
Join us for an entertaining hour of comedy on Wednesday, Oct. 5, at 6:30 PM.  Dan will be sharing his humor 
from his life experiences. He is a Christian, former pastor, actor, writer and toured the country for years as the 
lead singer for a rock band. Now, he travels the U.S. performing clean, inspirational comedy. He's been seen 
twice on Good Morning America and is the author of "Confounding the Wise - A Celebration of Life, Love, 
Laughter, Adoption and the Joy of Children With Special Needs."   
This is a unique opportunity to enjoy his humor with your family and friends.  The event is free, with a love 
offering being taken at the end of the performance.  Join us for some fun and laughter!!! 
 
-Lynn Jansen 
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SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

 
What are spiritual gifts?  Why does it matter? 
Join a 4-week class, starting Tuesday, Oct. 4, from 7-9 PM at the church and discover your spiritual gifts and 
how to use them.  God has given each person gifts and talents.  This class helps each of us find our special gifts 
and find what our individual talents are and where God is leading us to use them.   Contact the church office or 
contact Lynn Jansen at  lynnjansen2017@gmail.com  or 319.936.7164 to sign-up for this class. 
 
-Lynn Jansen 
 
 
If you haven’t had a chance to sign up for Peacemakers or Sunday School, please use the QR Codes below to 
do so! 
 

COOKIE THE OWL! 
 

Thanks to the Santa’s Bake Shop fundraiser, the church was able to purchase a communication device which 
enables hybrid meetings.  Hybrid meetings allow for in-person, as well as, Zoom participants to come together 
easier.  We recognize not everyone can make it to a physical meeting, whether due to illness, fatigue, weather 
or any number of things.  This makes it much easier.  Currently Ministry Council has shifted to hybrid  
meetings.  Senior Saints will be trying it out soon, along with other meetings.  We love getting together in  
person, but when we can’t, the Owl makes it easier!  Thank you to all of you who baked cookies and bars for 
Santa’s Bake Shop.  Your gift is getting put to good use.  The next Santa’s Bake shop is December 10th.  Mark 
your calendars. 
 
In order to register the meeting Owl device, a name was required. “Cookie” was chosen by Judy Bonnet and 
her team as it represented the ministry well! 
 
-Pastor Alecia 
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Racial Reconciliation 
 
 
Let’s see if we can learn some new angles about race and reconciliation. For each question, simply check 
“Yes” or “No.” 
  
Do you ever think about the color of your skin?  
  Yes ____ 
  No ____ 
Do you ever feel defensive or worried about people who have your skin color? 
  Yes ____ 
 No ____ 
Is your race or culture a defining attribute to you? 
  Yes ____ 
  No ____   
Have you ever experienced being treated differently based on the color of your skin?   
  Yes ____ 
  No ____ 
When you look around a room, do most of the people look like you? 
  Yes ____ 
  No ____ 
Did you grow up in a multicultural community? 
  Yes ____ 
  No ____ 
 
If most of your answers are “No” then (historically*) that places you in the majority of the population. If most 
of your answers are “Yes,” then most likely you know what it is like to live in the minority of the  
population.** 
 
The term “white supremacy” at first caused me some measure of angst. Actually, it still does! But what I have 
come to understand is that typically being in the majority of a population provides a certain power or 
“supremacy” over those in the minority of that population. I can understand this, however uncomfortable it 
may be to think about. The term “reconciliation” is defined as the restoration of relationship, the process of 
making consistent or compatible. Right in the definition there is an element of restoration, the action of  
returning something to a former owner. What is it that we have the “power” to restore to those who have  
experienced racial injustice? You are welcome to join us for the “Road to Racial Reconciliation” Bible Study 
on Sunday mornings at 9:00am as we learn what the Bible has to say about racial injustice. 
 
*My addition 
**This questionnaire is adapted from the first day of the study “Road to Racial Reconciliation” provided by 
Open Bible Churches.  
 
Judy Bornkessel 
Member of the Racial Reconciliation Steering Committee 



 

 

Important dates in 
October 

5: Dan Kulp Comedian 
14: Peacemakers at Colony 
16: Church Retreat 
24-29: NL Pantry Coat Drive 

 
 

How to 
 worship with us: 

Go to our Facebook page:  
First United Methodist Church 
of North Liberty. 
 
If you don’t have Facebook, 
but do have internet access, 
use the following link: 
Www.facebook.com/10832956

7465372/videos/ 
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Pierce Beckman—1 
Terry Donahue—1 
Dustin Eide—1 
Kathy Courtois—2 
Ty Haren—2 
Abby McNeely—2 
Deanna Medina—3 
Elizabeth Winch—4 
Henry Bonnet—5 
Kiley Piercy—5 
Richard Grugin—6 
Stephanie McClure—6 
Jay Robertson—6 
Karsyn Piercy—7 
Peggy Daugherty—9 
Bill Witt—11 
Sharon Doak—12 
Michelle Kraft—13 
Jim Mitchell—13 
Jan Calvert—14 
Ellen Colony—15 
Brandon Laidig—15 
 

Jane Astor—17 
Catherine Moore—18 
Skylar Carter—19 
Teresa Ellickson—19 
Thomas Julius—19 
Amy Piercy—19 
Violet Criswell—20 
Landen Eide—21 
Susan Hahn—21 
Suzie Nielsen—21 
Josslyn Pippert—21 
Lincoln Just—23 
Katherine Mohr—23 
Jack Hagen—24 
Kyra Corbett—25 
Jess Mancilla—25 
Jen Richey—25 
Mason McNeely—28 
Ben Mohr—28 
Bowen Gryp—29 
Cynthia Bunten—31 
Sadie Wilson—31 

Hearing assistance devices are 
available at the sound booth for 
those that need them.  Please stop 
by and request one if needed. 

 
First United Methodist 

Church 
85 North Jones Blvd. 

North Liberty, IA  52317 
319-626-2762 

nlmadmin@southslope.net 
www.nlmethodist.org 

Gordon & Marilynn Cook—4 
Collin & Lexie Just—9 
Kevin McCreedy & Malinda Lamb—9 
Margaret & Rich Adams—10 
Patrick & Melissa Ingle—10 
Zach & Jacki Knorr—14 
Steve & Cindy Butcher—16 
Kris & Jess Holmes—21 
Shane & Teresa Ellickson—27 


