North Liberty, Iowa

MISSION BLUEGRASS BAND
The Mission Bluegrass Band, comprised of Dennis Boyd, Dave Jansen, Jim
Mitchell, and Lyle Muller, will be very busy this August. Feel free to join them
and listen to some great music! Swisher Farmer's Market is right in the heart of
Swisher and is easy to find. While the Courage Ride is for the bicyclists who are
raising money, if you want to go listen, just contact one of the members for the
location. The Walker Homestead is especially fun to check out after church -listen to the band and enjoy wine and food, available for purchase.
August 4: Swisher Farmer's Market 4:30 - 6:30
Aug. 13: Courage Ride 8:30 - 12:30
Aug. 14: Walker Homestead 12:30 - 2:30

2022
Service Times

MISSION (almost 25 year) REUNION
Sunday, August 21, the Mission Reunion Band will be leading music for the 10
AM worship service. Several members of the band from the past several years
will join the existing Mission Band to sing and play that morning. It promises to
be a joyous, music-filled worship service!

MINISTRY FAIR
We will again be offering a Ministry Fair on Sunday, Aug. 28, following each
worship service. Representatives of our many (over 30) ministries of the church
will be available for you to chat with about the ministry they lead or participate
in. You can check out what is available and find out how to either get involved
or just ask questions about the ministry. Find a place where your passion for
serving fits best! Join us at 8:45 or 11:00 AM and see what is happening in our
church!!!

Traditional at 8am
—In person only
Contemporary at 10am
—Live Streamed
—In person

Church Mission
Statement
To follow and
Invite others to follow
Jesus Christ.
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Racial Reconcilia on Team
“I have a new Black friend.”
“I have a new friend who is Black.”
“I have a new friend.”
Racial adjectives and labels—how do we use them? Why do we use them? When do we use them?
We probably don’t mean any disrespect when we use color or race to identify someone who looks different
than us, but why do we do this? Does it matter to whom we are speaking? Does it make us feel more accepting or less prejudice? (When it actually does the exact opposite.)
At a diversity training session I attended, the trainer suggested that we should be able to use three adjectives or descriptors without naming race for anyone except for necessary identification or legal issues. “I
have a new friend who enjoys biking, likes the Hawkeyes, and has a cat.” Tells you a lot more about my
new friend than the color of their skin.
You may describe someone as mean, disrespectful, and dishonest, but you are focusing on the person and
not the color of their skin. This keeps us away from stereotypes and is actually helpful in working toward
anti-racism.
Words do matter, so maybe we should be a little more thoughtful when speaking of people of other races,
“Oops, when speaking of people.”

How about this conversation after a man meets his friend’s new neighbors:
George: “You never told me that your new neighbors were Mexican.”
Fred: “Why should I?”
Are words only words?
Native American, German, English, Richard Grugin or am I Richard Grugin who is _________,
_________, and ------________?
----------------Racial Reconciliation Team MISSION STATEMENT
To build transformative relationships that confront and seek to eliminate racial injustice.
(Current Team Members: Suzette Betts, Judy Bornkessel, Brenda Conry, and Richard Grugin)
Anyone interested in this mission is welcome to join the Racial Reconciliation Team for book studies, discussion groups, and exploring ways to fulfill our mission. The Team currently meets for about an hour
once a month via zoom. The next meeting will be August 9 at 7 p.m. Just contact the church office or
any Team member for more information or to join the group.
Also, be looking for upcoming book studies, round tables, and other activities sponsored by the Team for
anyone interested to attend.
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Pantry Happenings by Janet
Hurting Community
Inflation hurts. The reduction in assistance programs hurts. The Pantry has seen a 79% increase in
visits since this time last year. During the week of July 18-23, the Pantry had 235 visits, made 20 deliveries of food, distributed 9,835 pounds of food, and gave out 202 items of clothing. With a 79%
increase in visits, we need 79% more food and we need more help.
Graham & Graham
We are celebrating with @walk.a.marathon. Two years ago, two high school best friends, both named
Graham, decided to help the Pantry by walking 26.2 miles around North Liberty to raise money and
awareness of food shortages for families in our community. They raised $2,100 from friends, neighbors, and local businesses that year. Last year they walked again and raised $3,000. This year they
raised over $4,000, for a grand total of $9,200 over the 3 years. That equals more than 42,000 pounds
of food. When many small contributions are combined, the total is amazing! We are thankful for their
concern for their community, particularly when the need is especially great.
Spoiled Plans
Thanks to Genesis Church in Coralville for their donation. When their annual July Fourth community
lunch was spoiled by rain, what could they do with all that food? They donated meal items to area organizations. The Pantry received 480 pounds of bottled water, buns, and snacks. We're thankful for
our generous and supportive community.
Community Closet Need
The Closet provides free clothing to those in need of assistance in our area. We currently have a special need for women's and men's clothes in size small and medium, as well as newborn to 24 months.
Check the Pantry's website (http://www.northlibertycommunitypantry.org) to learn more about donating clothing to your neighbors.
Laundry Detergent Need
The Pantry distributes laundry detergent to our families, and we currently are in need of liquid detergent. We also need small, clean, empty detergent bottles for reuse in giving it to families.
smile.amazon.com
If you shop at Amazon.com, you can help the Pantry! Amazon has a donation program, and you can
choose the Pantry as your charity. You can sign up at smile.amazon.com, and they will donate a certain percentage of the amount you spent to your designated organization at no extra cost to you. You
also can shop for the Pantry at the Charity List page at smile.amazon.com.
Volunteers
The Pantry is an exciting, vibrant ministry, and in order for us to continue to carry out our mission of
feeding and clothing our neighbors, we need volunteers. Be the hands and feet of Jesus and help us to
meet the ongoing needs of our neighbors who are really struggling right now. To learn more about
volunteering, come to an Open Volunteer Time (2nd and 4th Mondays of each month from 3:30-6:00;
visit our website (http://www.northlibertycommunitypantry.org to sign up). Join us and be in mission,
showing God's love to your neighbors who need a helping hand at this difficult time.
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Senior SaintS Potluck
Senior Saints met July 18, 2022 at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall for a “Breakfast in a Basket” potluck!
We had not seen each other in person for 2 1/2 years as we had “Zoomed” during COVID . We had met for
our Scripture Bible studies on Monday mornings at 10:00 a.m. We thank those that are not pictured, but did
participate in “all church “ studies with us and those who came when their work schedule allowed!
Our time together after our food was led by Judy Carmack using the scripture from Jeremiah 29: 11,12. And
on the theme of “Grow where you are planted”. This group has made plans to begin a new discussion study
this fall on a book entitled “Aging Faithfully” by Alice Fryling. This may be an 8-10 week study. We all
agreed the food was so good and wonderful to share with each other! More importantly, we realized in-person
we had made long standing loving relationships with each other. God’s loving spirit has linked us together as
brothers and sisters in Christ! We thank our new assistant Ali Merrill for meeting all of us at this time and
taking the picture!
In Christian friendship,
Kathy Boyd
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Important dates in
August

Kyren Pettit—2
Priscilla Sackett—4
Chloe Sexton—4
Emily O’Donnell—6
Tera Cooling—7
Tricia Green—8
Bruce Sexton Jr.—8
Michael Arnett—9
Mary Freese—9
Laurene Kincade—11
Addison Stokes—11
Michelle Eide—13
Dyann Rath—13
Diane Norden—15
Tara Gavin—16
Cristian Covarrubias—17
Debbie Carter—19
Jackson Khamphilanouvong—19
Jayden Khamphilanouvong—19
Donald Triggs—19
Laura Byers—21
Aiden Langridge—21
Bruce Meyer—22
Doug Millard—22

Max McNeely—23
Scott Steburg—24
Kristine Ballard—25
Gavin Benton—25
Hudson Davies—25
Mandy Moellering—27
Cole Piercy—29
Connor Schneider—30
Maxwell Beckman—31
Kennedy Daugherty—31
Blake Sexton—31

Dave & Lynn Jansen—1
Mark & Lisa Benton—5
Doug & Robin Wichhart—8
Leslie & Suzette Betts—14
Steve & Christine Langridge—14
Nick & Katie Mohr—14
Les & Melissa Holway—16
Paul & Arlene Kaczinski—19
Dave & Jeanne Patten—20
John & Alison Demory—27
Gene & Kay Mohling—27
Larry & Janet Lee—28
Kyle & Kylene Sommers—29

1-3: VBS
13: Retreat
16: Back to School Night
20-21: Mission Band Annsy
23: Ministry Council

How to
worship with us:
Go to our Facebook page:
First United Methodist Church
of North Liberty.
If you don’t have Facebook,
but do have internet access,
use the following link:
Www.facebook.com/10832956
7465372/videos/

First United Methodist
Church

85 North Jones Blvd.
North Liberty, IA 52317
319-626-2762
nlmadmin@southslope.net
www.nlmethodist.org

Hearing assistance devices are
available at the sound booth for
those that need them. Please stop
by and request one if needed.

