North Liberty, Iowa

North Liberty Community Food Pantry Needs Your Help!
The food pantry is struggling to keep up with the increased demand for services.
They are in need of regular volunteers during their open hours to help. There is an
online application on their website, or interested people can reach out to our
Volunteer Coordinator, Sloane at volunteer@northlibertycommunitypantry.org.

2022
Service Times
Traditional at 8am
—In person only
Contemporary at 10am
—Live Streamed
—In person
Church Mission
Statement
To follow and
Invite others to follow
Jesus Christ.

Vacation Bible School July 31-August 3
Registration is now open! To register, please visit https://vbspro.events/p/events/
northlibertymonumental
Crew leaders and assistant crew leaders needed!
Students going into 7th grade and older are eligible to volunteer. Silver Cord hours
will be given.
If you are interested, please contact the church office.
*Please see Page 9 for a Sponsorship Form*
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SPRC Update
Thanks to all who completed the children and youth ministry survey developed by SPRC. Your feedback
has greatly assisted us in understanding the congregation's future vision for our children and youth ministry
programs. We have been blessed to have two excellent candidates interested in assuming the oversight of
these programs with the departure of Pastor Beth, who is transitioning to her new role at the West Branch
First United Methodist Church. Please join us in welcoming Alison and Mandy.
Alison is new here at the church starting summer of 2022 as the Youth Minister! Alison graduated in May
of 2022 with her bachelors degree in Religion and Management. Alison is engaged to David Hanson and
they have a cat named Charlie. In her free time Alison enjoys ballroom dancing, hanging out with friends,
singing, acting, and spending time exploring nature! Alison loves to see people growing in their faith and
loves to help people on that journey. Random fun fact: "I have been performing on stage since I was 3
years old!" Favorite Bible Verse: Matthew 18:3 & Proverbs 31:25
Alison Merrill, a new graduate from Luther College. She will be
leading our Youth Ministry Programs beginning June 8th.

Mandy Moellering lives in Mount Vernon with her husband Mike, and three children. Max is a student at
Iowa State, while Laila and Spencer attend school in the MV Community School District. Mandy works at
Bright Starts Christian Preschool and is a part-time florist at Blooming Acres in Mount Vernon. Some of
her interests include community theatre, gardening, and Disney. A fun fact about Mandy is that she owns
an excessive number of Christmas trees for holiday decorating! Her favorite Bible Verse is Jeremiah
29:11.
Mandy Moellering, long time children's educator and former
church member will be leading our Children's Ministry
Program beginning July 1st.
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Dear Congregation,
We invite you to join us in expressing our gratitude and love for Pastor Beth. As many of you may have
heard in church or read in the church newsletter, Beth has decided to take the step from being a Deacon to
an Elder. This means she will be taking on a church and congregation of her own starting in July 2022.
Beth will be serving the West Branch United Methodist Church.
Beth started as the Children and Youth Ministries Director at First United Methodist Church in August
2015. Since then Beth recognized her desire and need to do more within the church and took the necessary
steps to become a Deacon. First United Methodist Church was lucky enough to have her appointed to our
congregation where she has been working alongside Pastor Alecia for the past three years as clergy.
Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) will be hosting a reception for Pastor Beth between the 8am and
10am church services on Sunday, June 12th, 2022. There will be a Love Offering collected at this time,
along with cards of encouragement. If you are not able to attend the reception but would like to make a
Love Offering to Beth you may send it to First United Methodist Church, 85 N. Jones Blvd., North Liberty,
IA 52317. If you write a check, please add in the memo line: Pastor Beth.
All are invited to join us in celebrating Beth’s continued journey in God’s ministries.
In Christ,
Angela Millard
On behalf of SPRC – Wendy Fahlgren (chair), Scott Gordley, Connie Bryant,
Don Triggs, Carrie McKnight, Jenna Davis, Tony Swope

Church Family,
I want you to know how blessed I have been to have served at First UMC North Liberty over the past seven
years - first as the Director of Children and Youth, and then as your Associate Pastor! You are a one-of-akind congregation that cares deeply about the mission and ministries in our community. I have seen you
embody the love of Christ for our neighbors in creative and beautiful ways. You have so much to be
thankful for, so much to look forward to, and so many blessings to experience together as you love God
and one another. I will miss seeing you each week, working with our amazing staff, talented teams, and
our warm and loving congregation. My time here has been such a gift, and I will forever treasure this
season of ministry.
I do want to humbly ask something of you: as our new children and youth directors start, please pray for
them- just as you would pray for me at my new appointment in West Branch. May this ending be tied to a
big bright beautiful beginning for them and for you- and trust that all of this is in God’s strong and loving
hands. Christ is going ahead of us into whatever the future looks like, always breathing new life, and
inviting us into a new beginning.
With love,
Pastor Beth
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The Racial Reconciliation Ministry Celebrates Juneteenth
Juneteenth is the celebration of the emancipation of slaves in America during the Civil War. Abraham
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation was issued on September 22, 1862 and went into effect on January
1, 1863. This was the declaration that all enslaved persons in the Confederate States of America in
rebellion and not in Union hands were freed. However, to escape the fighting, some slave owners had
moved their operations out west into Texas and taken their slaves with them. Although General Lee
surrendered on April 9, 1865 the western Confederate Army of the Trans-Mississippi did not surrender
until June 2nd. On the morning of June 19th, 1865, Union Major General Gordon Granger arrived on the
island of Galveston, Texas and enforced the Emancipation of the enslaved persons. While all slavery did
not come to an end at this moment, June 19th has been the date that was preserved and commemorated as
the end of slavery in America.
However, the ending of slavery did not end the root cause of racism. Immediately following emancipation,
members from the Black community ran in and won elections for government positions throughout the
country. The freed communities seemed on track to reclaim some of what was violently taken from them
on a forced migration across the globe into brutal servitude. As their voice and power in our country began
to grow, so did the racist rhetoric and pushback. Black codes and Jim Crow laws were implemented in
earnest to control how recently freed individuals could work, travel, run for office and even vote in
elections. Organizations like the KKK sprang up to ensure any non-white individuals were intimidated
from trying to have a comfortable existence in American society. Horrible events like the Tulsa Race
Massacre and Rosewood Massacre came out of post emancipation racism and white supremacy.
Nevertheless, people of color, especially the Black community refused to give up their right to exist in
America as citizens.
Joy is a form of resistance, and Juneteenth is a joyful celebration of the end of slavery. Locally there are
events being held to commemorate the day. One event is being hosted by the African American Museum
of Iowa on June 18th at the NewBo City Market in Cedar Rapids from 11am-4pm. More info can be found
at blackiowa.org/events/Juneteenth. Johnson County will be celebrating Food-Culture-Resilience with
multiple events June 17th – 19th in the Iowa City/Coralville area including a blood drive, community
conversations, and live music. More information can be found on Facebook on the Johnson County Iowa
Juneteenth Commemoration page.
If you are interested in continuing to learn more about the racial history of America and our church or if
you are looking to get involved locally, please reach out to Pastor Alecia or any member of the Racial
Reconciliation team. We meet the first Tuesday of each month at 7pm via Zoom.
Maggie Welchhance
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June is Pride Month

As most of you reading this know, the month of June is celebrated as Pride Month for the
LGBTQ+ community across the globe. This celebration has its beginnings in darkness in
America. In 1969 what is known as the Stonewall Riots became the launch pad for what
we now celebrate as Pride in America. In 1970, to celebrate the one-year anniversary of
Stonewall, New York City community members marched through the streets to
commemorate the event and thus created the first gay pride parade. The roots of the
LGBTQ+ civil rights movement can be traced back to the 1950s when small groups of
folks started to organize, at great risk to themselves, to get commentary and conversation
about the gay community out to others in their communities as a signal to them that they
weren’t alone. Being a member of the LGBTQ+ community during the last century was
extremely isolating and dangerous in many respects. Masquerade laws that were
implemented to keep white farmers from impersonating Native Americans to fight off tax
collectors were twisted to enforce arrests for cross dressing, wearing drag, or not dressing
in gender appropriate attire. There were also no protections for sexual orientation in the
workplace or most communities. If your employer found out you were queer, or even you
were accused of certain behaviors, you would be fired, and your information published in
papers effectively cutting off any source for livelihood.
Stonewall took place after a build up over years and decades of people fighting to be
allowed to be their God-made authentic selves. During the era when Stonewall took
place, New York did not grant liquor licenses to establishments that sold to gay patrons.
The mafia bar owners of Stonewall would pay off law enforcement to avoid raids at their
establishments and reportedly extort wealthy patrons that were not publicly out. Despite
the bribes, raids did still happen. One night in 1969 when police came to raid Stonewall
to arrest people for being gay or wearing gender inappropriate clothing, the patrons at
Stonewall said “ENOUGH!” We will not be arrested for wearing “the wrong clothes”, for
being who we are, and for loving who we love. We will not allow the police to brutalize
us or for the country to stand by and allow mistreatment to folks who just want to exist.
Stonewall began in darkness but launched us into the light of equality on the path to
equitable existence. However, this year we risk the darkness returning. State after state is
passing laws restricting equal rights to LGBTQ+ people. These laws outright criminalize
the existence of some people, while trying to erase the existence of others by not allowing
discussion about them in schools. And where is the church amid this? Will it be content
to sit on the sideline wringing its hands and praying to a God we claim made all the
people in their image? Or will it be what it has been called to be in our tradition, the
hands and feet of Christ? Will you stand up for the marginalized and make a place at the
table for them or turn your backs and abdicate your place of privilege and love? The
choice is with all of us. I encourage you to get actively involved, because by doing
nothing, you are perpetuating the problem. If you are looking for how to get involved or
what that even means, please reach out to me and my fellow ministry members at
nlmreachingout@gmail.com. Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere, and as
Methodists we are called to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they
present themselves. Remember who you are.
Sincerely,
Maggie Welchhance and LGBTQ+ Ministry Team

Page 6

Letter from the Treasurer
I want to introduce myself:
My name is Lucy Hershberger and I’ve taken over the position of Treasurer for the church. Replacing Jim
Carter is a daunting task, but I have a solid rock to stand on.
For those who don’t know me, my husband Mike and I have been NLFUMC members for 25+ years. We enjoyed raising our children here in the church. I’m currently a volunteer with EPIC Youth and am on the
LGBTQ+ Ministry. I’ve had the privilege to serve on staff parish, trustees, finance, and so much more over the
years.
What I love about our church is that we work together to live out our mission. Reaching out to love and serve
our neighbors as we follow and invite others to follow Christ. I’m excited to see how we continue that mission
as we come back together again.
This is an exciting time for our church. I know that solid finances
will assure that we can continue to grow and serve. The Finance
Team and I are working with Alecia and our office manager Kara,
to update our accounting systems to be ready for the exciting
changes that are coming. I look forward to learning more about
the small groups, ministries, missions, and activities that are
happening here and being a part of creating new ways to serve.
Please feel free to reach out to me with questions or concerns. I
will do my best to address them.
Yours in Christ,
Lucy Hershberger

Treasurer’s Report
This is the new format for the NLFUMC treasurer’s report (please see the following page). This report
includes January through April of 2022. We are working to make it easier to track and report giving and
spending for the church. I will be including more detailed information in the future. This is still a work in
progress as I continue to learn more about church operations and policies.
I’m very pleased to report that the giving to date has been enough to meet our expenses for 2022 and the giving
and spending are on track to meet our budget. Thanks to all of you who have continued to support our church
through your giving. Your commitment allows us to continue our mission to follow and invite others to follow
Jesus Christ.
Note: You may notice that there is a shortfall of $25,944. This is due to repairs from derecho damage that
were done this year but we received the insurance payment in 2021.
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me.
Respectfully submitted by:
Lucy Hershberger
NLFUMC Treasurer
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Jan 22

Feb 22

Mar 22

Apr 22

TOTAL APRIL 30

income/Expense
Giving
Building Fund

880.00

1,530.00

1,600.00

1,480.00

5,490.00

Designated Funds
Mission / outreach
Designated Funds Total Designated Funds
General fund giving
Other
Giving - Other
Total Giving

158.80

0.00

0.00

0.00

158.80

5,109.73

50.00

570.13

2,986.58

8,716.44

5,268.53

50.00

570.13

2,986.58

8,875.24

26,237.00

18,322.70

23,629.82

21,402.26

89,591.78

319.44

0.00

0.00

0.00

319.44

10,256.73

832.27

0.00

0.00

11,089.00

42,961.70

20,734.97

25,799.95

25,868.84

115,365.46

770.00

2,304.77

2,796.00

30.00

5,900.77

25,558.87

21,185.87

23,314.51

20,283.48

90,342.73

0.00

395.00

0.00

0.00

395.00

26,328.87

23,885.64

26,110.51

20,313.48

96,638.50

69,290.57

44,620.61

51,910.46

46,182.32

212,003.96

-5,981.05

5,975.84

6,010.75

3,613.63

9,619.17

0.00

0.00

6,191.34

3,967.25

10,158.59

54.07

53.53

51.02

50.77

209.39

Other Income
Pass through
Reimbursements
Other Income - Other
Total Other Income
Total Income
Expense
Administrative office expense
Apportionments
Bank Service Charges
Credit card/ on line fees
Total Bank Service Charges

54.07

53.53

51.02

50.77

209.39

Building & Grounds

2,582.01

23,734.98

2,920.35

186.80

29,424.14

Christian Education

570.26

41.70

130.33

604.59

1,346.88

Ministry Expenses

143.32

0.00

100.00

877.84

1,121.16

Mortgage principal

7,000.00

7,500.00

7,500.00

7,500.00

29,500.00

Payroll Expenses

13,196.68

26,084.83

12,620.62

18,875.06

70,777.19

Taxes & SS

13,460.06

20,526.38

14,029.64

16,236.88

64,252.96

0.00

400.84

0.00

0.00

400.84

26,656.74

47,012.05

26,650.26

35,111.94

135,430.99

2,475.11

5,534.90

4,882.08

3,837.40

16,729.49

Staff expense

Staff expense - Other
Total Staff expense
Utilities
Worship
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

512.75

621.61

1,472.84

600.00

3,207.20

34,013.21

91,024.61

55,908.97

56,350.22

237,297.01

35,277.36

-46,404.00

-3,998.51

-10,167.90

-25,293.05

22.00

18.45

18.59

0.00

59.04

22.00

18.45

18.59

0.00

59.04

0.00

710.22

0.00

0.00

710.22

22.00
35,299.36

-691.77
-47,095.77

18.59
-3,979.92

0.00
-10,167.90

-651.18
-25,944.23

Other Income/Expense
interest income
Total Other Income
Other Expense
Ask My Accountant
Net Other Income
Net Income
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Senior Saints Bible Study
The Senior Saints Bible Study Group has had quite a journey of study since May of 2019.
In-person meetings came to a close and Zoom Meetings began in March of 2020. We
have had series of Bible study using Videos, followed by discussion questions and if
needed we would take another week to finish discussions! This group has been made up
of retirees and working people who have adjusted their schedules to include their
participation. We have had people Zoom from other Iowa towns. Thank you all for your
participation and commitment to your Bible studies! Our Zoom studies have included
different numbers of people jumping in or needing to leave for personal reasons - in other
words, we welcomed new people anytime!!! Close friendships have been made and we
are thankful for Christian relationships during the social isolation of COVD.
Looking back to September of 2021, we felt blessed to participate in a newly written, 1
Peter Bible Study, inspired and written by Robert Fischbach and Judy Carmack. They
also co-led our group for this 7 week study! We continued to meet and participate in a
new study for the All Church Advent study up until Christmas! 2022 was here and we
were again blessed by one of our members suggesting a study by James Moore. This was
a 13 week Bible study entitled, “Attitude is your PAINT BRUSH, It Colors Every
Situation”. We studied “Attitudes” for 10 weeks, stopped to participate in the Lenten
study, “The Gospel of Mark - The Jesus We’re Aching For”, by Lisa Harper. Amazing
heartfelt discussions by our group followed the video talks by the author. The weeks of
Lent were filled with personal studies written by the author each day! This study is
available in the church library for anyone who does not have the technology at home and
would like to view it.. Other Bible studies are also available in the church library.
Our group goal was to finish the last three chapters of “Attitudes” which ended May 23,
2022. We saw these last three chapters as God-led and rightly timed for us. They were
Attitudes of : Commitment -“Be Strong”, Ownership and the importance of Ownership,
and lastly, HOPE, Rowing against the Wind”. We agreed with this author that “you can
take your own atmosphere with you”. It is our choice, by the Grace of God! Oh, our
group like all Bible Study groups, took Prayer Requests each week. We were able to see
the Holy Spirit work through us and saw our prayers answered. If our prayers were not
answered, we understood to open our hearts for more in- depth prayer with God for
understanding and patience.
What a wonderful God-led journey this has been so far! Yes, there has been sadness,
illness and injuries. But, more importantly, there has been more love, kindness,
encouragement, hope and joy among us. If we found it was difficult to open our hearts at
the beginning of Senior Saints in 2019, it is no longer a rock in our path that keeps us
from lifting each other up with prayer! Loving One Another is such Joy!
This summer we are planning a Seniors picnic in the church Fellowship Hall, 11:00 a.m.,
AUGUST 4, 2022. Please get it on your calendar and plan to bring a 9 x 13 dish to share.
Drinks and tableware will be provided. Keep watching for reminders in the Companion
News and July Newsletter! Have a safe and healthy Summer!
In Christian Love, The Senior Saints group!
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Important dates in
June

Hudson Hervey—1
Margaret Colony—2
Diana Paulsen—3
Hadley Sommers—3
Arlene Kaczinski—4
Mason Stanfield—4
Emerson Berner—6
Oliver Langland—7
Judith Carmack—8
Jade Pippert—9
Mason Waterbury—9
Mallory Jones—10
Laila Moellering—10
Bruce Sexton Sr.—10
Constance Wagner—10
Dale Ingle—12
Randy Hahn—13
Jessica Lamp—13
Steve Langridge—13
Leslie Betts—14

Richard & Cathy Grugin—1
Brian & Stephanie McClure—2
Scott & Stephanie Wilson—3
Ron & Ashlynn Lough—4
Dale & Sharon Ingle—7
Bruce Sr. & Rhonda Sexton—7
Samm & Nettie Black—9
Bruce & Lori Meyer—9
Mark & Jennie Sertterh—10
Julie & Kuansay
Khamphilanouvong—15
Ty & Michelle Haren—16
Bernie & Michelle Kraft—16
Tim & Deb Jesina—18
Dustin & Michelle Eide—19
Jim & Betty Mitchell—19
Tom & Terri Davies—20
Rick & Kathy Frees—20

Ethan O’Donnell—15
Daniel Bernacki—16
Jeff Daugherty—16
Ann Greenzweig—18
Twila Meyer—18
Briar Sedlacek—19
Connie Bryant—20
Lynn Jansen—21
Madelynn Langridge—21
Jordin Bakke—22
Naudia Barney—23
Sawyer Daugherty—23
Matthew Wichhart—23
Todd Boyd—25
Avery Wilson—25
Nettie Black—27
Brayden Purkapile—28
Selena Wisner—28
Jason Danger—29
Jeshua Botsford—30

Joel & Dani Gryp—21
Dennis & Kathy Boyd—22
Mike & Mandy
Moellering—24
Patrick & Ashley Bonnet—25
Rob & Kyra Corbett—25
Steve & Michelle
Schrepfer—25
Patrick & Michelle
Lampkin—29

3: Church Office is closed
4-5: Annual Conference
12: Beth’s Reception
19: Father’s Day
21: Men’s Group at CR Kernels
Please note that there will be
no Heavenly Bodies next week
(June 7 and June 9).

How to
worship with us:
Go to our Facebook page:
First United Methodist Church
of North Liberty.
If you don’t have Facebook,
but do have internet access,
use the following link:
Www.facebook.com/10832956
7465372/videos/

First United Methodist
Church

85 North Jones Blvd.
North Liberty, IA 52317
319-626-2762
nlmadmin@southslope.net
www.nlmethodist.org

Hearing assistance devices are
available at the sound booth for
those that need them. Please stop
by and request one if needed.

