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Children’s Ministry 
 
As we continue to figure out what life and church looks like in this hopefully 
soon post-COVID world, we have continued to think outside of the box in all 
of our ministries, but especially in our children’s ministries. As families be-
came accustomed to viewing church online the past year and a half, the 
struggle now exists in building the habit of returning physically to church. 
For now, our main focus is getting all peoples to be comfortable attending 
worship in person habitually again. So on this end, we have shifted our chil-
dren’s Sunday school model to a kids’ church model.  
 
Starting September 12, children ages 4-3rd grade will be invited to come to 
worship with their parents. During the children’s moment on the stage with 
Pastor Beth, children will be invited to a kids church session in the educa-
tion wing for the remainder of the worship service. Our hope is that this 
model of kids church will enable our children to associate happy and fun 
experiences with church while becoming accustomed to it again, as well as 
give them the opportunity to learn about the love of Jesus in a very tangible 
way.  
 
Also starting on September 12, the nursery will be open to children ages 0-
3 years- pending enough nursery workers! If you have someone interested 
in working in the church nursery, please let Pastor Beth know. Nursery 
workers must be age 14 or older, willing to wear a mask the entire time, and 
pass a background check if over 18.  
 
On September 19th, we will have our Bible Presentation for 2nd graders and 
children who have not received a bible from us yet (in 2nd grade and up). If 
you have a second grader or another child who does not have a bible yet, 
please let Beth know. We strive for all of our students in second grade on 
up to have their own Bible to study the word of God- and we encourage 
them to bring their bibles with them every week to church! 
 
Pastor Beth 

New Service 
times coming 

September 12th: 
 
Traditional at 8am 
—In person only 
 
Contemporary at 10am 
—Live Streamed 
—In person 
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NEWS FROM PASTOR ALECIA’S STUDY 
 
Every month, YouTube averages 538,541 searches for how to study the Bible.  Likewise, Google 
search engines report 60,500 requests how to study the Bible.  58% of folks polled indicated they 
would like to read the Bible more.  It’s hard to live into our mission statement to follow and invite 
others to follow Jesus Christ if we rarely find ourselves opening up the scriptures.  Come join us as 
we engage scripture.  If you struggle with opening up the Bible, then this series is for you.  If you 
are out of the habit of reading, then you will find pieces that will encourage and challenge you.  If 
you read on a regular basis, then look at new ways to engage the Spirit’s work through the Bible. 
 
 September 12 – Perspective     Isaiah 55: 8-9 
 September 19 – One Thing     Luke 10:38-42 
 September 26 – Hunger      Exodus 19:3-6 
 
Come and read! 

KICK OFF 
 
Mark September 12 as Kick Off Sunday!  We will return to two worship services: 
 
 8:00 AM Traditional service 
           10:00 AM Contemporary service, which is live-streamed. 
 
The Traditional service will include liturgy and hymns in our worship.  This service will have more 
times for interaction as a group, such as prayer requests.  This service will be more contemplative 
by its nature. 
 
A new change for us is the addition of Children’s Church during the 10:00 AM service.  During this 
service, children will be dismissed following the Time with Children part of worship to go to their 
Sunday School rooms for their lessons.  Parents will pick up children following the service.  This is 
for ages 4 through 3rd grade.  Please read Pastor Beth’s article to learn more about all the offer-
ings for children on Sundays. 
 
In-person and Zoom adult classes are back on Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM, as well as during the 
week-days.  Suzette Betts, who coordinates Adult Education, gives more details in her articles for 
start dates and information.  We will be bringing back coffee in the fellowship hall.  Feel free to fill 
up your own container or use one of our cups.  Worship with us in-person, live stream or watching 
North Liberty channel 5 at 9:30 on Sundays.   
 

Come, let us worship and bow down.  Let us kneel before the Lord our God, our Maker. 
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Fall is Arriving 
 
Summer has come and gone.  With the start of the school year, a lot of people’s schedules get extra 
busy. The Stewardship Committee encourages you to remain faithful in your tithes and offerings to 
the General Fund so we may continue to reach people through our ministries. 
 
An easy way to give is to Text a dollar amount and fund name (General) to 319-774-7912 and follow 
the prompts to place your offering.  If you have any questions, contact Jim Carter at 
jimm0726@yahoo.com or 319-541-6273. 
 
Thank you for your faithful giving throughout the year!  It’s through our congregation’s steward-
ship (time, talents, and gifts) that God's work is accomplished in North Liberty.   
 
Blessings,  
The Stewardship Committee 

Debbie Carter 
Todd Hilmer 

Associate’s Corner 
By Pastor Beth 

  
For the past year and a half, churches and pastors everywhere…and everyone really, have been adjusting to 
the unique challenges that the COVID-19 pandemic has brought us. Limitations, quarantines, and social dis-
tancing has changed how we do life, and the church has not been immune to that, either. We were forced to 
transition to online worship services, outdoor fellowship events, limited indoor events, etc. While it was a privi-
lege to minister to people in times of crises, planning for the post-pandemic church definitely took a strong 
root.  
 
As a church, we’ve had to show up in new and different ways- something we will continue to do into the future 
as we innovate and live into adaptive change. The importance of becoming/staying a healthy, vital, culturally 
relevant church is crucial now more than ever.  
 
So as we move into this Fall, you may see new things happening in our ministries. You may see regular 
church routines of the past getting a facelift. For instance, instead of a children’s Sunday School hour, we will 
have a kids church. The reason for this is that right now, we need to be different. We need to continue adapt-
ing and continue innovating. If we are to reach new people, we need to show up in new and different ways. If 
we are to pull people back in to worship physically in person (versus online), we must be open to being the 
church in new and yet to be determined ways.  
  
So I ask, church family, as we head forward into the future, to be open- open to whatever may come. For we 
have a steadfast confidence in our future, from a God who never leaves us nor forsakes us.  
 
 Pastor Beth 
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   Pantry Happenings 
 
Save the Date:  Taste, Tour & Tribute! 
Join us Wednesday, September 22, 5:30-7:30 p.m. for an evening of good food, good company, and 
celebrating volunteers.  Tour the Pantry and the Garden to see what's happening now! 
 
Did You Know? 
Did you know the Pantry delivers to local families who are not able to come to the Pantry to 
shop?  Volunteers are needed during our delivery shifts Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays be-
tween 1:00-3:00 p.m.  If this sounds like a way you could help, send an email to volun-
teer@northlibertycommunitypantry.org.  If you need grocery delivery, call 319-519-6165 and someone 
will return your call. 
 
Did you know we accept in-date baby food and formula?  We also provide diapers and baby wipes 
when available.  If you see a good deal, consider buying an extra package to donate. 
 
Did you know the Pantry is now accepting gently used, in-season clothing for infant, children and 
adults?  We ask that clothing is in good condition, clean and free of holes and stains.  Donation hours 
are Monday-Thursday, 12:00-5:00 p.m. 
 
Donations 
A big thanks goes to our friends at Lowe's Home Improvement for their generous donation of over 
1,300 lbs. of cleaning, sanitizing and paper products.  These items will be greatly appreciated by our 
families. 
 
We are so grateful for the donation directed to the Pantry by 78 kids who participated in the North Lib-
erty Library's Summer Reading program.  Their sponsors made it possible for $1,695 to be raised for 
nonprofits, of which $855 was given to the Pantry. 
 
Volunteers 
The Pantry is a vibrant, exciting ministry, and there are so many things going on here.  We couldn't do 
the special events without volunteers, and we certainly couldn't provide the ongoing services without 
the dedicated volunteers who do a great variety of jobs. Our student volunteers have headed back to 
school, which means we are going to need help even more now.  Volunteer opportunities are available 
at both the Food Pantry and the Clothing Pantry.  Open Volunteer Times are the 2nd and 4th Mondays 
of each month from 3:30-6:00; to sign up, visit our website.  Open Garden Volunteer Times are Thurs-
days from 4:30-6:30; use the SignUp Genius link found at our Facebook page or website to volunteer.  
Come join us and be in mission, showing God's love to your neighbors who need a helping hand.  For 
more information about the Pantry and about volunteering, check our website 
(northlibertycommunitypantry.org) or facebook page (facebook.com/nlcpantry).   
 
Janet Rudolph 
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SPRC Update 
 

SPRC will meet again on 10/19/2021 at 7:00 pm.  
 
SPRC welcomes Kara Adrian to the role of Office Manager. She began in her 
position in June and has done an excellent job learning the role as you can see 
by her communications to our church members. We look forward to Kara grow-
ing in her role!  
 
Wendy Fahlgren 
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EPIC Student Ministry 
 
September 12 marks a huge fall kickoff for our student ministry! Our EPIC leaders 
can’t wait to see all of our students again – it’s been far too long! We have been busy 
planning the annual PAINT WAR party for our junior high and high school students to 
celebrate the new school year. This is sure to be a great night of fun and fellowship! 
We encourage all students to bring a friend and wear a WHITE SHIRT- it’s sure to be 
pretty messy!  

 
Epic’s fall kick-off will be from 5pm-730pm on Sunday, September 12th. 

 
Pastor Beth 
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Small Groups Begin Week of September 12, 2021! 
 
Greetings, I’m excited for our Fall Kick Off for church services, Kid’s Church, and small 
groups! I plan to speak to the congregation at the September 5th service and answer any 
questions you may have. Here is a brief listing of what we plan to offer for Small Group Minis-
try! 
 
Pastor Alecia is very excited to offer a Couples Class study beginning September 12th to 
meet each Sunday evening at 6:00PM to 7:15PM.  The class will be based on the HOLDER-
NESS FAMILY new book entitled “We All Fight, So Why Not Get Good At It” (authors Kim 
and Penn Holderness).  This group will be limited to 6 couples only so you will want to sign 
up early.  Contact Pastor Alecia to join this study led by Alecia and her husband Todd. The 
class promises to be fun and a powerful way to re-energize your own marriage! 
 
The Senior Saints group will be meeting each Monday morning via ZOOM at 10:30AM and 
will be studying 
 1 Peter for 5 weeks beginning on September 13.  Contact Kathy Boyd at 
dkboyd700@southslope.net or call/text her at 319 530 3392 to find out more information. 
 
The Monday Evening Men’s group will begin their regular Monday evening meetings at 
7PM at the church or via ZOOM (depending on Covid status) September 13. Contact Richard 
Grugin at 319 331 4986 or by email at richardgrugin@gmail.com. 
 
The Path to Discipleship is a comprehensive small group study led by Gary Vance and 
Laura Bibby and will begin again September 13 on Monday evenings at 7PM. Contact Gary 
Vance at 319 321 5290 or by email at gkvance@gmail.com or Laura Bibby at 319 331 3866 
or email her at dbibby6347@aol.com. 
 
The Wednesday evening Women’s Group will reconvene each Wednesday night at 7PM 
at the church beginning September 15.  The study is based on a book written by Bob Goff 
entitled Dream Big: Know What You Want, Why You Want It, and What You’re Going to Do 
About It.  Contact Suzette at 641 919 1008 or email at slbetts@netins.net. 
 
The LGBTQ ministry will be offering a class beginning Thursday, September 16 and continu-
ing for the next 4 weeks via ZOOM educating on LGBTQ+ issues, terminology, and history of 
the church’s stance. This class was offered last year and was very beneficial to helping us 
understand this important ministry. Please contact Maggie Welchhance at 573 718 3070 or 
email at mwelchhance@gmail.com. 
 
We will be offering two small groups centering on Social Justice issues and Bible Study be-
tween 9AM and 10AM each Sunday beginning in September.  Brenda Conry will lead a 
group at the church immediately following the 8AM service. Tom Hamilton will lead those in-
terested in a more traditional Bible study during this same time slot covering a book about 
MOSES. There is a DVD to watch and then discussion. You don’t have to sign up for these 
small groups, just walk in after the 8AM service and enjoy the community of other believers! 
Or you could contact Brenda or Tom for more information. Brenda Conry at email  
brenda-conry@uiowa.edu or 319 626 7960 and Tom Hamilton at email hamil-
ton1873@yahoo.com or 319 331 4290.  

Suzette Betts 
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September Reflections 
 

In past newsletters we have talked about what Pride means to LGBTQ+ persons and we’ve 
talked about what the Pride flag means to them as well.  We haven’t really talked about what 
a Church that is open and affirming can mean.  Our church is situated in what is considered 
a liberal area of our state, but this does not mean that everyone around here is accepting of 
LGBTQ+ people.  In the same way, not all churches in this area are accepting of LGBTQ+ 
people.  The 2019 General Conference was a showcase of how not to welcome people into a 
church.  I can not begin to express the amount of damage and hurt that was done during 
those few days.  The hurt I am talking about does not refer to a theological debate over what 
the Bible says, written in black and white or red.  The hurt comes from relegating a group of 
people, neighbors, friends, human beings to a status below and unequal to others based on 
who they love.  GC 2019 cemented a view that judged LGBTQ+ persons to be “incompatible 
with Christian teaching.”  The same “Christian teaching” that professes all are made in God’s 
image and God gives them unconditional love.  Arising from that horrible event was our 
church’s stance on Human Sexuality, a renouncing of the GC 2019 decisions and an open 
armed invitation to the LGBTQ+ community welcoming them as the family they are.  That 
was an amazing decision, but we didn’t stop there.  We launched an LGBTQ+ ministry to en-
sure we would practice what we preached.  This ministry worked with Ministry Council and 
the Worship Team to proudly display the Progress Pride flag in our sanctuary.  This ministry, 
with the help of the congregation, created an art installation out front of the church to let the 
community know that All Are Welcome in our church.  The flag inside and the outside décor 
serve as visible and tangible evidence of us walking the walk and not simply talking to talk.  
These symbols let folks in the LGBTQ+ community know that we aren’t running or turning 
from them.  Instead, they say that we as a church are a safe space for them to come and be 
their authentic selves.  That we see you, we love you, and we invite you in to worship with us 
without fear.  The work continues daily, and we would love for you to be a part of it with us.  If 
you are interested in joining our ministry, or just want to learn more about it, please email us 
at nlmreachingout@gmail.com. 
 

Maggie Welchhance 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 
 

February 25-26  
Featured Speaker:  Carrie Copley 
 
Carrie Copley is a Christian author, speaker and life-coach.  We are fortunate to 
have her lead our Women’s Retreat scheduled in February.  She is the author of 
Finding Joy:  Living an A+ Life in a C- World.   Mark your calendars.  There will be 
more information in the coming months. 



 

 

Important dates in 
September 

6: Labor Day-Church Office is 
closed 
7: Re-Entry Meeting via Zoom 
12: Fall Service Kickoff 
12: EPIC Kickoff 
14: Finance Meeting via Zoom 
22: NL Pantry Taste, Tour, & 
Tribute Event 
28: Ministry Council via zoom 
29: NL Pantry Meeting 
 
 
 

 
Here are three ways to 

 worship with us: 
1. Go to www.nlmethodist.org 

and follow the link on the 
website. 

2. Go to our Facebook page:  
First United Methodist 
Church of North Liberty. 

3. If you don’t have Face-
book, but do have internet 
access, use the following 
link: 

Www.facebook.com/10832956
7465372/videos/ 
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Brityn Gryp-September 1 
Keith Roof-September 2 
Nolan Sojka-September 2 
Nora Banks-September 3 
Karen Pool-September 3 
Jamie Wichhart-September 4 
Ashlynn Lough-September 6 
Kelli Purkapile-September 6 
Cassandra Darling-September 7 
Evan O’Donnell-September 7 
Steve Schrepfer-September 7 
Apollo Welchhance-September 7 
Cyrus Welchhance-September 7 
Ashlynn Hervey-September 8 
Amara Just-September 8 
Cathy Clemens-September 9 
Terri Davies-September 9 
James Gaffey-September 9 
Lexie Just-September 9 
Brenda Schippers-September 10 
Laura Bibby-September 11 
Lois Feuss-September 11 
Pam Black-September 12 
Laina Davies-September 12 

Brendon Benton-September 13 
Lucie Baez-Dils-September 15 
Lexi Knorr-September 15 
Liam Davis-September 16 
Asher Graham-September 16 
Judy Bornkessel-September 17 
Sharon Ingle-September 17 
Sage Wisner-September 17 
Owen Bakke-September 18 
Aaron Demory-September 18 
Melissa Holway-September 18 
Hunter Richey Jr.-September 18 
Lyle Muller-September 21 
Gordon Cook-September 23 
Marian Gibbons-September 23 
Karen Schaapveld-September 23 
Michelle Schrepfer-September 24 
Lori Meyer-September 25 
Blake Gordley-September 26 
Denise Brotherton-September 27 
Kylene Sommers-September 27 
Julie Khamphilanouvong-
September 28 
Donna Hostetler-September 29 

Mark & Cindy Larson-September 2 
Keith & JoDee Roof-September 2 
Mike & Cynthia Bunten-September 5 
Terry & Roberta Donahue-September 5 
Jason & Crystal Danger-September 6 
Brian & Kathy Courtois-September 7 
Bruce & Heather Sexton-September 7 
Glenn & Joan Siders-September 9 
Jay & Susie Robertson-September 14 
Tom & Lindsey Jones-September 16 
Tom & Natasha Houselog-September 20 
 

Kevin & Colleen Olson-September 21 
Todd & Alecia Hilmer-September 24 
Jon & Michele Maakestad-September 24 
Kathryn & Dustin Smart-September 24 
Randy & Susan Hahn-September 26 
Dale & Gwen Fangman-September 27 
Doug & Angela Millard-September 27 
Gordon & Sharon Doak-September 28 
Josh & Angie Stokes-September 28 
Don & Jody Schneider-September 29 


