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VBS 2021 exceeded even our wildest expectations! After a long COVID year, 
we kept very open minds going into this summer’s vacation bible school. After 
all- so much has changed! In the end, we saw 117 kids come through our 
doors each night to learn that WE CAN TRUST JESUS through all of life’s 
ups and downs. I want to offer a HUGE THANK YOU to the 52 volunteers 
who made all of it possible – we couldn’t do it without you!  

Here are some highlights of the week: 
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NEWS FROM PASTOR ALECIA’S STUDY 
 
QUEST:  Travel as a Spiritual Act 
 
Whether you travel far away or see your local surroundings as if for the first time, pilgrimage has 
long been a spiritual practice, and “journey” a deeply-felt metaphor for our spiritual lives. “Quest” 
comes from the Latin root meaning “ask, seek.” This four week worship series will encourage us to 
open ourselves more fully to the curiosity and wonder, reflection and transformation that travelers–
not merely tourists–experience when they choose to immerse themselves in soul-widening 
adventures.  Our worship theme is based on a Marcia McFee series. 
 
August 8 --  Leaving Home    Psalm 121 
August 15 --  The Encounter     John 4:7-40 
August 22 --  The Reflection--    Isaiah 65:17-25 
  Blessing of the Backpacks 
August 29 -- Returning Home    John 15:1-17 
 
After a journey through the pandemic, where will God lead us in worship, in discipleship and in ser-
vice to the community? 

 
FALL LINE UP FOR WORSHIP 
 
While not all the plans for Fall Kick-Off 21 are set, we can say we will be back to 2 services: 
 
 8:00 AM  Traditional, which will not be live-streamed, and 
 10:00 AM Contemporary, which will be live-streamed.   
 
At this time, we will continue to air on Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM on NLTV, channel 5.   
The Traditional service will allow us to bring back some features, which do not lend themselves to a 
live-stream audience.  Classes are back on-site!  New small groups will begin and much more. 

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY BOOK SALE! 
 
During VBS, the book fair was a busy place with children of all ages!  With $1,363 in sales, the 
Children’s library will benefit from $700  in books from Usborne.  Kristie Ballard, the director of our 
church library, is thrilled.  This is a great start for our new section.  The Children’s section will  
debut later this fall.  Children will be able to check out books to take home or to simply read in 
church.  It’s a great vision.  If you would like to work in this ministry, please contact Kristie Ballard 
or the church office. 
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Summer is here! 
 
People go on vacation, attend family reunions & baseball games, and have a more relaxed schedule 
during summertime.  God's work does not stop during the summer.  The Stewardship Committee en-
courages you to remain faithful in your tithes and offerings to the General Fund so we may continue 
to reach people through our ministries this summer:  
 
An easy way to give this summer (and all year) is to Text a dollar amount and fund name (General) 
to 319-774-7912 and follow the prompts to place your offering.  If you have any questions, contact 
Jim Carter at jimm0726@yahoo.com or 319-541-6273. 
 
Thank you for your faithful giving throughout the year!  It’s through our congregation’s steward-
ship (time, talents, and gifts) that God's work is accomplished in North Liberty.   
 
Blessings,  
The Stewardship Committee 

Todd Hilmer 
Debbie Carter 

Celebration Sunday 
 

Coming in late September, plan on a Sunday of outdoor worship, lunch, music and games.  Betty 
Mitchell is heading up a team of people to celebrate our life together.  We’ve missed being able to 
gather together!  Come join your church family and share your stories! 

VACATION PICTURES 
 
We are looking for your favorite vacation picture for our August worship series.  Please send a picture 
(preferably with you in it!) to the church office ASAP (we want to start sharing pictures on Aug. 7). 
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   Pantry Happenings 
 
Ready, Set, School -  Clinic & Clothing 
In collaboration with Johnson County Public Health and the University of Iowa Mobile Clinic, the Pantry will host 
"Ready, Set, School - Clinic & Clothing" Saturday, August 7, from 10:00 a.m. until noon, to help prepare families 
for the start of the school year.  Parents may bring their children for vision and hearing exams, dental screen-
ings, clothing, SNAP outreach, socks and underwear distribution, and more.  If children need immunizations, 
parents should call Johnson County Public Health at 319-356-6042 in advance to schedule a timeslot.  The 
Pantry also will be open for shopping and the church will have bicycles available. 
 
Growing Together Garden 
The Garden grew more than 400 bulbs of garlic this year, and we have some amazing volunteers who helped 
harvest and offered to hang the garlic to cure over the next month.  There will be fresh garlic on the Pantry 
shelves this fall.  For now, we have been harvesting onions and picking fresh peaches for those shelves. 
 
July Donations 
Grace Community Church recently held a morning of service for their community in lieu of worship.  As part of 
the project, they collected, bundled, and delivered 227 pounds of diapers to the Pantry.  This generous donation 
is greatly appreciated! 
 
Johnson County Ambulance Service collected more than 231 pounds of food for the Pantry through a recent 
drive to support local pantries.  We thank them for helping their neighbors this way and for the work they do 
every day. 
 
The Two Grahams second Walk-A-Marathon to support the Pantry was July 15.  Graham Thompson and Gra-
ham Beckman walk to raise both money for the Pantry and awareness of food shortages for families in our com-
munity.  Their goal was to beat the $2,100 they raised last year.  With a few miles yet to walk, they had sur-
passed that goal, raising nearly $3,000 for the Pantry.  Their generosity and interest in helping their community 
is impressive and inspiring. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
Summer is an incredibly busy time, and the need for volunteers at the Pantry and the Community Closet is criti-
cal.  With children out of school and increasing utility, gas and grocery costs, these months can be a struggle for 
many families.  Open Volunteer Times are the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month from 3:30-6:00 p.m.  To 
sign up, visit our website (www.northlibertycommunitypantry.org).  Open Garden Volunteer Times are Thurs-
days from 4:30-6:30 pm;  to volunteer, use the SignUp Genius link found at the Pantry's Facebook page 
(facebook.com/nlcpantry) or website.  There is a great variety of opportunities to serve your community just 
waiting for you! Right now, there is a need for delivery drivers! While some of our families are unable to go 
shopping, delivery brings their selection of groceries to their doors. If you have a vehicle and a few extra hours 
in your week, we could use your assistance!  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a044baaae2ea75-august2 
 
North Liberty Community Closet 
After a soft opening this summer, North Liberty Community Closet is preparing for it's official opening! A ribbon 
cutting ceremony will be held on Friday, August 27, at 9:00 a.m. to mark the occasion. The Closet is open dur-
ing Pantry shopping hours and provides clothing, shoes, socks, and underwear for adults and children.  
 
Janet & Laurel 
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2021 IA Annual Conference Report  
 

The Iowa Annual Conference for the United Methodist Church has three Strategic Priorities we are focusing on: 
1. Creating world-transforming communities of faith. 
2. Equipping ourselves and others as transformational leaders. 
3. Directing our resources to our common goals.   

It is through these strategic priorities that we feel would fulfill what we are called to do as United Methodists.  
 
Apportionment Update:  In 2021, the total apportionment budget was set at $13.1 million and $8.9 million 
was received, which was 68% of the total apportionment budget.  In 2022, total apportionment budget was set at 
$8.2 million, which is a 15% decrease from total giving in 2021. There is no allowance for unpaid apportionments.  
Our church paid 100% of our apportionments, which is important to fulfill the ministries of the UMC. 
PPP Update: The Iowa Conference received two PPP (payroll protection program) loans, one for $1.2 mil-
lion and one for $1.1 million.  Both PPP loans are expected to be forgiven.  Of note, our church PPP loan of $1.2 
million has been forgiven.  
Matthew 25 Report:  Matthew 25 funds are allocated to the districts based on the number of families living 
in poverty, number of seniors, and the percentage of non-English speaking people within each district.  However, 
due to COVID-19, Matthew 25 grant applications were not applied for in 2020.  Before the end of 2021, the new 
district’s Connectional Ministries Council has developed the following steps:   

1. Allocation and disbursement of the $38,000 carryover of 2020 Matthew 25 funds.   
2. Allocation and disbursement from the $111,616 budgeted for 2021.   
 

Action Item Amendments: 
New resolution #701:  George Floyd Justice Policing Act of 2021 was created to increase law enforcement 
accountability for misconduct, enhance transparency and data collection, and put into place training requirements.  
This resolution was passed. 
Resolution #702: Palestine Human Rights was updated so US tax dollars are not used to violate Palestini-
an human rights.  This update was passed. 
New resolution #703: Non-Binary Gender Resolution is a resolution regarding updating statistical reports 
to include non-binary gender identity people as they were not accounted for statistically.  UMC acknowledges that 
all persons are of sacred worth.  This resolution was passed. 
Resolution #802:  Food insecurity proposition: 10% of the savings from the 2021 IA Annual Conference 
virtually was asked to be given to the Des Moines Area Religious Council to alleviate food insecurity.  This action 
item was laid aside because of a lack of time.  
Resolution #803: addressed vision for the current and future Iowa UMC.  The current vision is:  God’s 
hope for the world made real through faithful leaders, fruitful communities, and fire-filled people.  This vision asks 
us to recommit ourselves to being the church.  This action item was called out of order, and it will be prepared for 
2022 IA Annual Conference.   
Of note, the number of delegates voting at 2021 IA Annual Conference decreased to 400-600 voters from an av-
erage of 1200 voters.  This is a decrease from previous years.   
Circuits/Districts:  Circuits are ways to help clergy, laity, and congregations to work together so that with 
God’s help, we make disciples and transform the world to the best of our ability.  Churches gain better clarity of 
their expectations and planned ministry. We are now at 5 districts, which is a decrease from 8 districts previously.  
Johnson County is in the Golden Valley District.  Lyle Muller and Margaret Adams will provide more information 
on circuits in the near future. 
Antiracism Leadership Team:   Bishop Laurie Haller formed an antiracism leadership team so that the 
Iowa Conference has antiracism as its primary focus. This team is charged with creating a pathway toward a fully 
antiracist conference.   
The goal of this team is to:  

-Build compassionate relationships that facilitate honest and courageous conversations about our racial iden-
tities and experiences.   

-Equip our clergy, laity, and congregations to do antiracism and equity work within their communities. 
-Deepen our understanding of our own (individual and corporate) complicity and cultivate spaces and oppor-

tunities for learning, confession, and action.   
Bishop Haller’s Current Supervision Assignment:  In 2020, Bishop Laurie Haller and Bishop David Bard 
were asked to oversee the states of North Dakota and South Dakota in addition to their current assignments of 
Iowa and Michigan, respectively.  This was due to the retirement of Bishops Sally Dyck and Bruce 
Ough. This became effective January 1, 2021, and this assignment will continue until another bishop is 
assigned, but no later than December 31, 2021. 
 

Laura Bibby 
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My LGBTQ+ Promise  
 

The Sunday of the LGBTQ+ outreach committee Rock Rainbow art project, Alecia 
introduced the LGBTQ+ flag and spoke about the significance of symbols and the 
implied commitment they carry. In the case of the LGBTQ+ flag it’s a symbol to the 
LGBTQ+ community and anyone else for that matter that our church is a safe and 
welcoming place to just be who you are, one of God’s perfect creations. Later as we 
were assembling the Rock Rainbow, my thoughts drifted to the first rainbow, a sym-
bol of God’s promise to Noah and the rest of the world. It then hit me that by being a 
member of the LGBTQ+ outreach group, I’m making a promise to be an advocate 
and support person for those in that community. Also notable is as Christians and 
members of our church we have already made several advocacy promises. 
Whenever we recite our Mission statement, whenever we have Confirmation or a 
Baptism, we make an oath to support people in the ways of Christian life and 
denounce evil in any form it presents itself. We joined the LGTBQ+ outreach 
committee because for many years in both our private and professional lives my 
husband and I have witnessed the profound impact of being discounted and voice-
less has had on so many lives. Leading to a promise or commitment to be advocates 
wherever and whenever we can. 
 
I then turned to scripture for guidance in fulfilling promises. After reading several Bi-
ble stories on God’s promises I noticed a few things. Mainly I noticed that while God 
always keeps promises, often promises are kept in ways we did not expect or 
necessarily want. For example, God promised Abraham and Sarah a child but made 
them wait until they were elderly before Sarah became pregnant. I have often thought 
to myself what may have gone through Sarah’s mind. Something like “Thank you 
God but really! I now have to chase around a toddler at my age?” Or how about Je-
sus? God promised a Savior to deliver us from evil but there were those who thought 
the Savior should be a powerful warrior king who would charge in and destroy our 
enemies. However, God knows best and sent us the Jesus that world needed then 
and now. 
 
So, here’s my promise. I promise to be an advocate and support person for the 
LGBTQ+ community. I don’t promise that I won’t make mistakes, and things won’t get 
messy. I do promise that I take my advocate role seriously but I will try to remain 
humble. I won’t promise that I won’t sometimes get distracted and stumble off track 
but I do promise that I’ll keep LGBTQ+ community a priority in my life. I promise to 
not only listen, but actively hear and acknowledge one’s experiences.  
 
Lastly, I promise that I will walk alongside any seekers on their faith journey.  
 
Elaine Fahlgren Hernandez (pronoun she/her) 
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Small Groups Are Back! 
In September, we hope to offer several recurring small groups and new classes.  We will be  
highlighting some of the classes on a weekly basis in Companion News. We would love to have new 
participants! Check out some of the options below!  
 
Pastor Alecia and her husband, Todd, are very excited to offer a Couples Class study in September. 
This is a 6 week session beginning Sunday’s at 6PM; with a combination of “in person” and also 
ZOOM meetings. The class will be based on the HOLDERNESS FAMILY new book entitled “We All 
Fight, So Why Not Get Good At It” (authors Kim and Penn Holderness). They connect their marital 
advice based on their Pastor’s wisdom and practical life experience from their own marriage.  This 
group will be limited to 6 couples only so you will want to sign up early.  Contact Pastor Alecia to join. 
The class promises to be fun and a powerful way to re-energize your own marriage! 
 
Gary Vance and Laura Bibby are offering a new class: Victory over Death and Eternal Life for a 4 
week study beginning Monday evening, August 9th at the church. They are excited to engage others 
on these incredibly timely, meaningful and highly significant God-given gifts. Contact Gary at 319 321 
5290 or gkvance@gmail.com or Laura at 319 331 3866 or dbibby6347@aol.com. 
 
The ever popular Senior Saints group will be meeting each Monday morning via ZOOM at 10:30AM 
and will be studying 1 Peter for 5 weeks beginning in September.  This group would love to include 
additional folks to join them for a fun and worthy dive into the subjects that are especially meaningful 
to the older adult!  Contact Kathy Boyd at dkboyd700@southslope.net or call/text her at 319 530 3392. 
 
The Monday Evening Men’s group took a short hiatus during the hot summer. They will begin 
their regular Monday evening meetings at 7PM at the church or via ZOOM (depending on Covid sta-
tus) September 13. They usually choose a DVD series that will be of interest to their group members 
and then have discussion. Contact Richard Grugin at 319 331 4986 or  richardgrugin@gmail.com. 
 
The Path to Discipleship is a comprehensive small group study led by Gary Vance and Laura 
Bibby. This small group study is for the person wanting to deepen their spiritual knowledge and 
strengthen their faith.  This course will meet each Monday evening beginning in September at the 
church and conclude in May 2022. Those who have completed this course say how powerful this study 
has been to their spiritual life. Contact Gary Vance at 319 321 5290 or gkvance@gmail.com or Laura 
Bibby at 319 331 3866 or dbibby6347@aol.com. 
 
The Wednesday evening Women’s Group will reconvene at the church beginning in September 
at 7PM.  They will begin this fall with a study based on a new book written by ever popular author Bob 
Goff’s entitled Dream Big: Know What You Want, Why You Want It, and What You’re Going to Do 
About It.  The study will have a DVD segment and book discussion led by Suzette Betts. This group is 
also active in the Sunshine Sack ministry and other various projects of the church, and they would love 
to have new women join them. Contact Suzette at 641 919 1008 or slbetts@netins.net. 
 
The LGBTQ ministry will be offering a 4 week class beginning Thursday, September 16 via ZOOM. 
Each class will be covering the topics: Definitions and meanings of the letters in the LGBTQ+, history 
of LGBTQ+ issues in the church, what embracing the LGBTQ+ community looks like in our own 
church and how you can be an ally outside of the church and in our community. We encourage each 
of you to join this educational and important class! Please contact Maggie Welchhance at 573 718 
3070 or mwelchhance@gmail.com. 
 
We will be offering two small groups centering on Social Justice issues and other Bible Study between 
9AM and 10AM each Sunday beginning in September.  Brenda Conry will lead a group at the church 
immediately following the 8AM service. Usually a short DVD presentation and discussion complete the 
hour. Tom Hamilton will lead those interested in a more traditional Bible study during this same time 
slot. More details later. You don’t need to sign up for these small groups, just walk in after the 8AM 
service and enjoy the community of other believers! 
 
Suzette 
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Ecumenical Women's Bible Study Invitation 
 
 
The Ecumenical Women’s Bible Study (EWBS) invites all women to join us as we 
begin our fall semester on Wednesday, September 1, 2021, 9:15-11:00am. 
 
EWBS meets at Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church located off Camp Cardinal Road 
at 140 Gathering Place Lane, Iowa City. (Please park and enter on the lower level; 
handicapped accessible.) Wearing masks and social distancing will be strongly en-
couraged for the safety of all, especially those with compromised immune systems. 
 
Our first meeting will be a gathering event to connect with each other, discuss plans 
for the upcoming 2021-2022 year of Bible Study, and share what we have learned 
over the last year and a half. 
 
We will continue to meet on Wednesdays, 9:15-11:00am to study: 
 

Genesis 41-50 (The Book of Genesis: In the beginning God…) 
Our Genesis study was interrupted by COVID-19. 
September 1 – October 6 

 
The Book of Acts: God Builds His Church 

Beginning October 13 
Concluding mid-May, 2022 

 
This group is open to women of all ages and denominations, and new members are 
always welcome at any time. 
 
For further information contact: 
Judy Bornkessel (913-205-4541) judybmk@yahoo.com 
Connie Bryant (319-521-4416), cbryant@southslope.net  



 

 

Important dates in 
August 

No Heavenly Body Exercise 
with Judy Bonnet on August 5, 
10, or 12. 
August 10th: New date for 
Ministry Council via Zoom 
 
 

 
Here are three ways to 

 worship with us: 
1. Go to www.nlmethodist.org 

and follow the link on the 
website. 

2. Go to our Facebook page:  
First United Methodist 
Church of North Liberty. 

3. If you don’t have Face-
book, but do have internet 
access, use the following 
link: 

Www.facebook.com/10832956
7465372/videos/ 

 
Hope one of these work for 

you. 
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Special Offering: 
 

Global Ministries 
UMCOR & Missions 

Kyren Pettit—August 2 
Priscilla Sackett—August 4 
Chloe Sexton—August 4 
Emily O’Donnell—August 6 
Tera Cooling—August 7 
Tricia Green—August 8 
Natasha Houselog—August 8 
Bruce Sexton Jr.—August 8 
Michael Arnett—August 9 
Mary Freese—August 9 
Jolene Smidt—August 9 
Steve Butcher—August 11 
Laurene Kincade—August 11 
Addison Stokes—August 11 
Nicholas Mohling—August 12 
Corrine Shay—August 12 
Michelle Eide—August 13 
Maddux Johnson—August 13 
Dyann Rath—August 13 
Jensen Pippert—August 14 
Katherine Mohling—August 15 
Diane Norden—August 15 
Tara Gavin—August 16 
Ellingtyn Johnson—August 16 
Cristian Covarrubias—August 17 
Debbie Carter—August 19 
Jackson Khamphilanouvong— 
August 19 
Jayden Khamphilanouvong— 
August 19 

Jacie Snow—August 19 
Donald Triggs—August 19 
Laura Byers—August 21 
Michael Gaffey—August 21 
Aiden Langridge—August 21 
Bruce Meyer—August 22 
Doug Millard—August 22 
Tia Dunn—August 23 
Max McNeely—August 23 
Scott Steburg—August 24 
Kristine Ballard—August 25 
Gavin Benton—August 25 
Hudson Davies—August 25 
Gary Burge—August 26 
Diane Arthur—August 27 
Sherryl Ehren—August 27 
Mary Hodges—August 27 
Levi Kivell—August 27 
Mandy Moellering—August 27 
Cale Schoon—August 27 
Cole Piercy—August 29 
Alyson Gaffey—August 30 
Connor Schneider—August 30 
Doug Schrage—August 30 
Max Beckman—August 31 
Munro Criswell—August 31 
Kennedy Daugherty—August 31 
Blake Sexton—August 31 

Amos & Julie Garrett—August 1 
Dave & Lynn Jansen—August 1 
Mark & Lisa Benton— 
August 5 
Doug & Robin Wichhart—August 8 
Leslie & Suzette Betts—August 14 
Steve & Christine  
Langridge—August 14 
Nick & Katie Mohr— 
August 14 
Les & Melissa Holway—August 16 
 

Jordin & Hannah Bakke—August 18 
Gary & Kathy Vance—August 18 
Paul & Arlene Kaczinski—August 19 
Dave & Jeanne Patten—August 20 
Gary & Donna Hostetler—August 21 
John & Alison Demory—August 27 
Gene & Kay Mohling—August 27 
Larry & Janet Lee—August 28 
Kyle & Kylene Sommers—August 
29 
Angie & Isaiah Wright—August 31 


