NEWS FROM PASTOR ALECIA’S STUDY
WHOLLY HUMAN/ HOLY DIVINE
Our series on the identity of Jesus continues through the month of February.
The Jesus’ stories help us to understand more of his mission and ministry on
church. As we understand more of who is, we begin to grapple about our
identity in God.
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

On Earth As It Is in Heaven
Matthew 6: 7—21
Light of the World (The Struggle)
Matthew 5: 1—20
All We Eat and Be Filled (The Letting Go) Matthew14: 13—33
Lose Your Life to Save It (The Transfiguration)
Matthew 16: 24—28
Join us as we continue to explore the life of Jesus.

MARKERS
In the month of January we added new people to the life of our church:
Mike Graham, Michelle & Bernie Kraft, Jason Miller, Scott & Rachel Berner, and
Jeannie Wagner. Welcome to the life of our church! We are blessed by your
presence.
In addition, we celebrated the sacrament of holy baptism on January 26.
Dillon Millard, son of Angela and Doug, was baptized and his parents joined
the church at the 10:00 am service. We love celebrating God’s initiating love
through the waters of baptism.
____________________________________________________________________________
Calling all ladies!
Wishing you could get away for a mini-vacation?
We’ve got your ticket! WonderFull World is an unforgettable travel-themed retreat the women of our
church are doing together. It includes worship, Bible
study, and time for laughter as well as time for quiet
reflection.
At WonderFull World we’ll “travel” to each of the seven continents. While
there, we’ll explore wonders of a woman’s heart, such as “I wonder if I matter
to God” or “I wonder where God is when life is hard.” We’ll find the answer to
each of these questions in the Bible and discover more of God’s amazing love
for us.
We’ll begin at 7:00 pm on Friday, February 28 and will finish by 2:00 pm on
February 29. Our retreat will be held at the Sleep Inn & Suites in Mt. Vernon,
with the cost being as low as $50 per person! This covers two delicious meals,
fun and refreshing activities, and comfortable lodging.
Call Pastor Beth at in the church office at 626-2762 for more information, or
stop by our table at the church on Sunday to learn more and register.
Take time to relax, to make new friends, to worship, and to explore God’s
wondrous love. We hope you’ll join us at WonderFull World!
Pastor Beth

SUNDAY AM
SERVICES
8:00
8:45
9:00
10:00

Traditional
Children’s Choir
Sunday school
Contemporary

Church Mission
Statement
To follow and
invite others to
follow Jesus
Christ.
Thank You!!!
The church staff,
pantry staff and Creation
Kids Staff would like to
thank the church
members for their very
generous gifts this past
Christmas. We truly
appreciate your support
and giving hearts.
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Coffee with the Pastor
Are you new to the church? Are you someone that has been attending for awhile but would like
to know a little bit more about our church? Or are you a visitor?
Please attend a Coffee with the Pastor on Sunday, February 23, between services from nine to
ten in the chapel. This will be a time of meeting other new folks, asking the pastor questions
you may have and finding other folks that have the same interests as you. So please grab some
coffee and a treat and head to the chapel after the 8:00 service on February 23. We hope to see
you there.

Library Updates
By Kristine Ballard
Hope for All Season
Although God promised to be ever-present and faithful, some situations
in life can be so overwhelming that they get in the way of our faith.
Combining Scripture passages with brief meditations, Hope for All
Seasons will help you find a fresh point of view on reasons to put your
trust in God, no matter what. Each selection serves as a reminder that
God will never fail—He will follow through on His Word, and He will not
allow you to be consumed by the everyday challenges of life.
The library also has The Bible on CD. There is an ongoing wish list in
the library does have an ongoing wish list that can be found in the form
of snowflakes. New books are always accepted. Come and visit whenever you are at the church.

Bible Tidbits
by Nancy Nygaard
I am greater than God and more evil than the devil himself. The poor have me, the rich need
me and if you ever eat me, you’ll die. What am I?

NOTHING
Which God will bring about in his own time- - - God, the blessed and the only Ruler, the King of
kings and Lord of lords, who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no
one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might. Amen 1 Timothy 6: 15—16.

Page 3

EPIC
By Pastor Beth
Whether it’s a journey to Mordor, The Upside Down, outer space, or wherever Forky ran off to
this time, we all love a great adventure story. Maybe that’s because, deep down, we know we’re
designed to live an adventure story of our own — and with Jesus, we can. There is no greater
adventure than the journey of knowing God more deeply, so at EPIC this month we’ll talk about
four ways we can do that: by spending time with God, spending time with others, sharing our
stories, and using our gifts to serve others. If your teen hasn’t been to EPIC lately, they are going
to want to check it out!
As EPIC gears up to use their gifts to serve others this summer on mission trips, they will be
holding their Third Annual Chicken Noodle Dinner Fundraiser on Sunday, February 123 Delicious
homemade Amish-style chicken noodles, mashed potatoes, and corn will be available once
again! Everyone will have the opportunity to eat at the church following the second service, or
take a to-go order home with them. All proceeds will benefit EPIC!
As stated, EPIC is gearing up to serve others. While EPIC students serve our local community in
North Liberty year round, they also listen to God’s call to serve in Judea, Samaria, and the ends
of the Earth. This year those adventures will take EPIC to Chattanooga, Tennessee for home
repair as well as to Chicago to serve in inner-city ministries. Please come on out to our Chicken
Noodle Dinner Fundraiser on February 16 to support our students on these trips!

Sunday School
Look up in the sky! It’s a bird! It’s a plane! No! It’s “Ready, Set, Go!”— In February, the children
in Sunday School will be diving into the incredibly fun and fast-paced new series called “Ready,
Set, Go! that will have kids speeding faster than a locomotive to learn about the life-changing
teachings found in the “Sermon on the Mount.” As kids race to uncover these heavenly pearls of
wisdom, they’ll also discover that when it comes to following Jesus, victory doesn’t go the fastest. It goes to anyone who listens to Jesus and does what He says. Don’t forget to bring your
Bibles to class and study your memory verses each week! Children will be singing in worship on
February 16.

SAVE THE DATE
Vacation Bible School will be held July 26—29, 2020
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Lamplighters
Lamplighters will be held on Saturday, February 15 at 10:00 am in the
Fellowship Hall of the church. Ken & Judy Bonnet and David & Cindy Malott will
be hosting a brunch followed by “Taking a Chance on 2020”! Coffee and juice
will be provided along with plates, napkins and silverware. Looking forward to
seeing everyone for another Lamplighters food—filled and fun—filled time of
fellowship.

Weather Policy Clarification
The safety and well—being of people on the church property is a top priority. If the Iowa City
School District has a 2 hour delay due to weather, all ministries (FUMC office, Creation Kids, the
North Liberty Food and Clothing Pantry, and scheduled activities) will open at 8:00 am or their
regularly scheduled time after the fact. If the IC School District shifts from a delay to a close, all
ministries will be closed. If an early dismissal of the IC School District is called, all night time
ministries and activities will be cancelled. In the case of an early dismissal in regards to weather,
the FUMC office, Creation Kids and the Pantry will have discretion in the individual earlier closure
times in order to facilitate an orderly end of the work day. This policy is intended not only to
clarify, but to allow for staff to travel safely. If the reason for the closure is due to excess heat,
as in the fall of the year, this policy does not apply.

MUSIC
BY Lynn Jansen
The Children's Choir will be singing at the 10:00 am service on Sunday,
February 16.
The Chime Bar Choir will be playing at the 8:00 and 10:00 am services on
Sunday, February 9.
Acabella will be playing at the 8:00 and 10:00 am services on Sunday, February 16.
ASH WEDNESDAY is on February 26. We will have the labyrinth available from Noon through
7:00 pm for quiet reflection. Imposition of ashes will be available from Noon—1:00 pm and
5:00—7:00 pm.
In preparation for our Lenten sermon series, we will have a viewing of the movie "The Way" on
Sunday, Feb.ruary23, from 3:00—5:30 pm. We will have popcorn and you can bring your favorite
snack and pop while you watch. This is a powerful movie and will be referred to throughout the
Lenten sermon series in March and April. Join us for a great movie and fun fellowship as we
prepare for Lent!
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Pantry Happenings
Pantry Turns 35
This year the Pantry is celebrating its 35-year anniversary. This
ministry began in 1985 in the basement of the church on Front Street and was started by Sandy
Miller. When the new church opened, the only space available was in a closet, but eventually the
Ministry Outreach Center was built and the Pantry had space in that building. In 2013 the Pantry's
new permanent facility opened. This space has enabled the Pantry to provide a great variety of
healthy nutrition choices, including fresh food, expand the services we offer, and hold special
events and classes.

Appreciating Volunteers
The Volunteer Appreciation Dinner was held January 15 at the church, and our many volunteers
were recognized, celebrated, and appreciated. Zio Johno's provided the meal, Fareway provided
fruit trays, and Emilie (Volunteer & Services Coordinator) and Amanda (Garden & Special Projects
Coordinator) made delicious cupcakes for dessert. The Volunteer Support Committee members,
Allison Bates, Edith Cintora, Becky Hayes, Rae Mosier, and Erica Peterson, helped make it a
memorable evening.
Youth Awards recognize contributions of students who volunteer despite their busy lives. They
were given to Zach Brase, Laila Coobs, Cathy Cooper, Rachel Gaffey, Macy Kazmierczak, and
Morgan Kazmierczak. 50—Hour Awards were given to 25 volunteers who have reached over 50
hours of volunteering. 100—Hour Award recipients were Suzette Betts, Douglas Brown, Cynthia
Bunten, Cindy Bys, Kyra Corbett, Tricia Green, Lora Hesseltine, Mary Beth Julius, Larry Lee, Mary-Jo
Lee, Kris McLachlan, Theresa Mapel, Colleen Schilling, and Heather Steele. The four volunteers who
were recognized for volunteering 500 hours were Diane Arthur, Cindy Malott, Linda Miller, and Sue
Waterman. Another four volunteers were given Spirit Awards to recognize how they demonstrate
the values of the Pantry. They are Chris Mangrich, Al Morgan, Kathy Ryerson, and Sally Whaley. A
very special award, the 5,000—Hour Award, was given to Judy Bonnet, who has volunteered an
amazing 5,000 hours. Judy embodies the meaning of 'Neighbors Helping Neighbors,' and her
positive attitude and sense of humor brighten the day of everyone she encounters.
The Pantry is an exciting, vital ministry that provides the opportunity to show God's love to those
in our community who struggle to meet basic needs. It takes many volunteers doing a great
variety of jobs for the Pantry to keep offering its many services. A good way to see what is
involved in volunteering is to come to a drop-in opportunity on the 2nd or 4th Monday of the
month from 3:30—6:00 pm. For more information about the Pantry, its activities and about
volunteering, check our website (northlibertycommunitypantry.org) or facebook page
(facebook.com/nlcpantry). Be a Pantry volunteer and put your faith into action!
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Volunteer Job Descriptions
Jess Holmes ~ Church Communicator
We are trying to re vamp our volunteer pool here at church. Our goal is to hold a volunteer fair
in the future promoting all of our available volunteer positions one could sign up to give their time
and talents to. You all have such wonderful ministries and we strive to give each and every one of
you the help and hands that you need.
We invite you to take some time and make a brief job description for each of the volunteer
positions that you have on your ministry team (even if someone serves in that position now). This
job description will give clarity what the church expects of a volunteer and encourages new people
to join us on our journey to serve Jesus Christ. With clear expectations laid out, we hope to obtain
many more volunteers.
Here is an example of what we are looking for:
-Job Description (a written summary of the duties, tasks, responsibilities, any gifts or talents
needed etc.)
-Name of the position
-Goal of the position (what is the purpose and how does it relate to the overall vision of our church)
-Who is the volunteer responsible to? (who is in charge of the ministry)
-Description of the ministry role and its responsibilities (including meetings)
-Time required/requested for this role (length of commitment, how often they're needed, times,
dates)
-Give one benefit that they can receive from this role
* A background check is done on all volunteers
I have sent out a Google Form template to everyone as well, all you need to do is fill in the blanks
and send it back to me.
I know this seems like a lot but I am confident that this will be a tremendous help to all of us in
the future.
If you could have these back to me by May 1, I would greatly appreciate your input. Please reach
out to me if you have any questions. nlmvolunteers1@gmail.com or call (319) 626-2762. I am in
the office Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s from 8:15 am—12:15 pm.

Thank you for all of your hard work and dedication to our church!
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SMALL GROUP STUDIES UPDATE
by Suzette Betts
We have several small groups underway now that we hope you have taken advantage of and are
enjoying. We will also be offering an all church Lenten study in late February, so stay tuned for
more details. Be sure to check out our church Facebook page and our updated website for more
information.
Mike Nicholls has led our popular small group “Discovering God’s Vision for your Life—You and
Your Spiritual Gifts” for several years. He has agreed to offer this class again for anyone interested.
He would like to start a class soon, day and time to be determined by you, the participants. Mike is
flexible and wants to lead this 8 week study with your convenience in mind. Mike offers the
following description of this powerful and beneficial study: “Spiritual gifts were given to each of us
from God at our birth. We all have a purpose in life and God gave us those gifts to help us mature
in our spiritual life. In just eight 60 minute sessions you could reveal what God’s plan is for your
life. Class will be starting soon so please reserve your spot. Please call or text me at 621—3682 or
email me at handpiecerepairguy@gmail.com”. He adds this from an unknown author, “Imagine
getting to heaven and God saying”…. Before I laid out the foundations of the earth, I thought of
you and of the days you would live on earth. I planned out the people and the places I would give
you. I laid out your neighbors and your workplace, the places you would attend school, and family.
I laid out enough days to do all the good works that I purposed for you and I equipped you with
what you would need to accomplish those purposes here. I filled you with my Spirit to encourage
and remind you and lead you. I gave you people to run with and people who need me. Let us talk
about how all that went. Signed, God”
Darlene Smith, one of our Stephens Ministry members, will offer a small group study on Grief
this month. We all realize how significant dealing with our grief can be to our health and
happiness. Darlene has had special training on this subject and will offer two classes, where she
will be showing a DVD series by Doug Manning on how to deal with grief. Darlene will offer this
study on February 5 and February 19 at 7:00 pm at the church. Please contact her by email:
desmith325@gmail.com or by phone: Home Phone: 626—2939 or her cell phone 330— 2980.

"LOVE THY NEIGHBOR”
We're teaming up with the North Liberty Community Pantry to hold an
envelope fundraiser! These adorable valentines will be hung on the back
bulletin board in the fellowship hall. Each envelope has a different
monetary value, please consider taking one, two, or as many as you feel
comfortable and donate the amount shown to the Pantry! You can keep
the card and gift it in someone's honor, the envelope itself is preaddressed to go to the Pantry. We challenge you to help clear every
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Upcoming Events
In February
February 2—Groundhog Day
February 6—Stephen Minister
Guest Speaker
1 Kenadi Wood
2 Judy Bonnet
3 Collin Just
3 Rita Jensen
3 Samatha Schrage
3 Kris Holmes
5 Mary Jo Roberts
5 Ellie Hagen
6 Dennis Boyd
6 Gwen Fangman
6 Gianna Smith
7 Dave Jansen
8 Brady Mancilla
8 Mark Sertterh
9 Andrew Demory
9 Brian Marshall
9 Kris McLure
10 Susan Plank
14 Bev Byram-Howe
15 Karen Huntley
16 Greg Dils
16 Jaryn Sertterh
16 Jessica Steburg
16 Heidi Fay
17 Tom Hamilton
17 Dakota Laidig
19 Jacki Knorr
21 Melissa Strunk
23 Margaret Adams
23 Kristin Beckman
23 Kristine Munoz
24 Robert Gardiner
25 Kyla Kivell
26 Kyle Schrepfer
28 Al Morgan
29 Paige Lambi
29 Ashley Reedy

9
9
11
24

Omar & Bella Paz Tavera
Richard & Gerry Tetrault
Jim & Peggy Jedlicka
Larry & Judith Carmack

February 14—Peacemakers
Valentine’s Day
February 15—Lamplighter’s
February 16—Kids Sing

Address, email or
phone change?

February 23—Coffee With
The Pastor

EPIC Chicken & Noodle Dinner

Has your address,
email or phone changed?
If so, please contact the
church office.

February 26—Ash Wednesday
February 28 & 29—Women’s
Retreat

HEAVENLY SWEETS
Do you enjoy having cookies and coffee between
service? We enjoy serving them, but are in need of
cookies and goodies for the upcoming times. If you
are one of the bakers, thank you for your donations. If
you would like to bake and bring cookies or goodies in,
please do so at your convenience. Items can be
brought in anytime Monday through Friday during the
work day.

Saturday

7:00 SPRC—L

8:15 Heavenly Bodies—FH
9:00 Bucket List Coffee-FH
12:30 Healing Prayer—C
4:30 Reachers—201
6:00 Grace Notes—MR
7:00 Acabella—S
7:00 Men’s Group—203

24

8:15 Heavenly Bodies—FH
9:00 Bucket List Coffee-FH
12:30 Healing Prayer—C
4:30 Reachers—201
6:00 Grace Notes—MR
7:00 Acabella—S
7:00 Men’s Group—203

Regular Sunday
Kids Sing

23

Coffee With The Pastor—C
EPIC Chicken & Noodle
Dinner

7:00 Ministry Council—203

25

18

5:30 Hospitality—FH
7:00 Finance—Cancelled

11

17

10
8:15 Heavenly Bodies—FH
9:00 Bucket List Coffee-FH
12:30 Healing Prayer—C
4:30 Reachers—201
6:00 CK Board—205
6:00 Grace Notes—MR
7:00 Acabella—S
7:00 Men’s Group—203

6:00 Trustees—FH

4

16

Regular Sunday

9

Regular Sunday

3
8:15 Heavenly Bodies—FH
9:00 Bucket List Coffee-FH
12:30 Healing Prayer—C
4:30 Reachers—201
6:00 Grace Notes—MR
7:00 Acabella—S
7:00 Men’s Group—203
8:00 Worship—S & N

9:00 Hospice—205
6:45 Men’s Group—Hy-Vee
7:00 Women’s Group—204
& 205
7:00 Discipleship—L
7:00 Grief Group—203

26

9:00 Hospice—205
1:00 Creative Christians—
204 & 205
6:45 Men’s Group—Hy-Vee
7:00 Women’s Group—204
& 205
7:00 Discipleship—L
7:00 Grief Group—203

19

9:00 Hospice—205
9:00 Staff—L
6:45 Men’s Group—Hy-Vee
7:00 Women’s Group—204
& 205
7:00 Discipleship—L

12

9:00 Hospice—205
6:45 Men’s Group—Hy-Vee
7:00 Women’s Group—204
& 205
7:00 Discipleship—L
7:00 Grief Group—203

5

4:30 Reachers—201

8:15 Heavenly Bodies—FH

27

7:00 Chapel

7:00 Stephen Ministry—203

4:30 Reachers—201

8:15 Heavenly Bodies—FH

20

Women’s Retreat

28

21

6:00 Peacemakers—YR

Valentine’s Day

8:15 Heavenly Bodies—FH

4:30 Reachers—201

14

7

13

7:00 Stephen Ministry—
Guest Speaker—S

4:30 Reachers—201

8:15 Heavenly Bodies—FH

6

1:00—5:00
Philadelphia—S

Women’s Retreat

29

1:00—5:00
Philadelphia—S

22

1:00—5:00
Philadelphia—S

15

1:00—5:00
Philadelphia—S

8

Friday

2 Communion

Thursday
1:00—5:00
Philadelphia—S

Wednesday

8:00/9:45 Worship
8:45 Children’s Choir
9:00 Sunday school
11:00 Chime Bar
6:00 EPIC
8:00 Mission Band

Tuesday
1

Monday

Regular Sunday

Sunday

February 2020

