North Liberty, Iowa

NEWS FROM PASTOR ALECIA’S STUDY…
JOURNEY THROUGH JEREMIAH
Heartache, displacement, violence, helplessness, and homesickness are part
of the ongoing human story. Our faith story invites us to deal openly and honestly with these things, helping us to remember the presence of God and the
hope of a better future. We will journey with the prophet Jeremiah during a
time of exile in this worship series and encounter the familiar imagery of God
as the Potter who can reshape and remake us, making us vessels of living
water ready for a brighter tomorrow.
September
September
September
September

1
8
15
22

Question and Answer Sunday
Called to be a Mouthpiece
Jeremiah
Cracked Cisterns: Can’t Hold Water Jeremiah
Potter’s Wheel: Reworked, not thrown away
Jeremiah
September 29 Shards: Still My People
Jeremiah

1:4-10
2:4-13
18:1-11
4:11-12, 22-28

2019
SUNDAY
MORNING
SERVICES
8:00 Traditional
9:00 Sunday school
10:00 Contemporary

Join us in September as we Journey through Jeremiah! This worship series will
continue in October.
WORSHIP EXPERIENCES AT FIRST UMC
As we venture into fall, there are several worship experiences which you will
want to be aware of for you and your friends:
8:00
10:00
11:00
12:30

am
am
am
am

Traditional service in English
Contemporary service in English
Worship and Bible study in Spanish
Philadelphia Congolese service

Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Rooms 204-205
Sanctuary

Each service provides unique ways to engage in worshipping the Lord.
Come join us in worship.

LIBRARY WISH LIST

ELL PROGRAM
We are stopping our English Language Learner (ELL) program this fall. When
we began the program, ELL was not readily available in the North Liberty area.
As programs have increased in the area and our ELL population has changed,
we felt it was time to close the ministry. We will re-evaluate in the spring to
see if there is a need and if we have a team ready to embrace the ministry at
that time. Thank you to all of the volunteers and leaders of this ministry over
the years. You did important work with neighbors in our community.

Peace,

Alecia

If you would like to
donate books to the
library, there is a “Wish
List” posted in the
library. Merely pick a
sticky note and you will
find a title, author and
on the back is where
they can be purchased
and for how much.
Hopefully we will have
many new books for the
Grand Opening in
September.
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Children’s Ministry
By Beth Botsford
September is going to be a busy month for our family ministries! Our Sunday school classes will
kick-off on September 8, and we are excited to announce a new layout for Sunday school! We will
be transitioning to a high—energy and very interactive VBS style Sunday school setting. Our
children will gather together for worship, Bible story, and Bible verse memory time before rotating
with Sunday school crews through crafts, science experiments, and games. We are looking forward
to this new adventure with hope and excitement!
On September 22, we will have our Bible presentation for 2nd graders and children new to our
program. If you have a second grader or another child who does not have a bible yet, please let
Beth know. We strive for all of our students in second grade on up to have their own Bible to study
the word of God—and we encourage them to bring their Bibles with them every week to Sunday
school!
Please join me in thanking the following Sunday school leaders who are retiring this year and
have given their hearts and devotion for many, many years to make our children’s ministry what
it is today:
Terri Davies
Dani Gryp
Mandy Moellering
Lisa Potter
Don Triggs
Nancee Waterbury

Important times & dates at a glance
Sunday school Kick-Off
Bible Distribution

September 8
September 22

Sunday school registration is available online this year—please look to the church Facebook
page for the link to registration.
Sunday school is every week in the school year from 9:00—9:45am. Children’s choir for all
students 2nd grade up will start at 8:45am in the music room.
Looking forward to a great Fall!

Page 3

EPIC STUDENT MINISTRY
By Beth Botsford
EPIC had an incredible summer of service, with the highlights being the Minneapolis and Peru
mission trips! We want to thank the church and our community for their tremendous support of
these trips. From financial donations to prayers, we truly feel this was a team effort and YOU are all
a huge part of that. Mission trips allow our teens to live out being the hands and feet of Christ in a
way that changes lives—Thank You for being a part of such a tremendous and life—changing
experience.

We also had many EPIC students serve at VBS this year! These incredible students helped out as
assistant crew leaders, game leaders, and so on. Our inaugural VBS in the new building could not
have been such a success without them!
September 8 marks a huge fall kickoff for our student ministry! Our EPIC leaders can’t wait to see
all of our students again and have been busy planning the annual PAINT WAR party for our junior
high and high school students to celebrate the new school year. This is sure to be a great night of
fun and fellowship! We encourage all students to bring a friend and wear a WHITE SHIRT—it’s sure
to be pretty messy!
***NEW meeting time is 630—8:00 pm***
EPIC’s fall kick-off will be from 5:00—8:00 pm on Sunday, September 8
Please join me in praying for each of our EPIC leaders- they make this program the incredible
success it is.
Mark Benton
Abby Brown
Art Fahlgren
Mike Graham
Elaine Hernandez
Bill Hershberger
Lucy Hershberger

CHURCH T-SHIRT
Here’s your chance to purchase one of the “Everyone” church t-shirts.
They are just $10 and are available through the church office or
purchase yours at a table in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, September 8
during the Sunday school kick-off.
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Monday Night Men’s Group
By Richard Grugin
The Monday Night Men’s Group will resume weekly meetings September 16 at 7:00 pm in
Room 203. A variety of studies are covered throughout the year. All men of the church are
welcome to join at any time.
The first study will be “Shaken—Discovering Your True Identity in the Midst of Life’s Storms”
by Tim Tebow. In this four-part DVD discussion series, Tim draws on his own life experiences
to show how life doesn’t always work out as planned.

THE CHURCH LIBRARY
By Kristi Ballard
The church library has been undergoing an updating and reorganization process this summer
and will be open to all in September. Committee members have organized, sorted and shelved
nearly 300 books with the hopes that you will find just what you need and enjoy. If you would
like to donate books to the library, there is a “Wish List” posted in the library. Merely pick a
sticky note and you will find a title, author and on the back is where they can be purchased and
for how much. Hopefully we will have many new books for the Grand Opening in September!

Bible Tibits
By Nancy Nygaard
No matter how big and bad you are, when a two year old hands you a toy phone, you answer it.
Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
God belongs to such as these."
Mark 10:14
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SMALL GROUPS
By Suzette Betts

Wow, where did the summer go? We will be starting back with a new round of interesting,
informative, and innovative Small Group studies during the week of Kickoff Sunday on
September 15. In order to better inform you of what small group studies are available, we will
have an information table set up in the fellowship hall both Sunday September 8 and September
15th with the leaders of the various small groups, committee members, and pamphlets with a
summary of each group study. We also plan to have a suggestion sheet for anyone who has
some ideas for a small group study that they would like to see us offer in the future. We also
will be having an All Church Advent study in November.
We really want to extend an invitation to each of you, (members, non members, outside
community members, etc.) to sign up for one of the fall offerings. Small group studies are such
an effective way to deepen your faith, your knowledge and broaden your social circle. Being in
community with other Christians is a gift that we each are given by our Maker, and joining one
of our small group
Joining a small group will certainly prove to be a wonderful investment! All groups meet at the
church unless otherwise noted. Groups kicking off in September:
Spiritual Gifts—Led by Mike Nicholls—9:00 am on Sundays or other designated time
Social Justice—Led by Brenda Conry—9:00 am on Sundays—Current Events Topic each week
Bible Study—Led by Tom Hamilton—9:00 am on Sundays— Book—Women of the New
Testament
Discipleship Study—Led by Gary Vance & Laura Bibby—9:00 am Sundays or other designated
time
Senior Saints—Led by Kathy Boyd—10:15 am on Mondays- Book/Study Senior Saints—WILL
START SEPTEMBER 30
Monday Nights Men's Group—Led by Richard Grugin—Book/Study by Tim Tebow Shaken

Wednesday AM Men's Group—Led by Dick Bornkessel—offsite coffee shop
Wednesday Night Women's Group—Led by Dani Gryp—Book by Lysa Terkeurst
*Creative Christians—Led by Sheryl Ehren/Jan Calvert—Card making/Prayer/Fellowship—Third
Wednesday of each month 1:00—3:00 pm
*New Group
Visit our table at Sunday services on September 8 and 15 or ask/call/email any of the
member of the small group committee: Suzette Betts, Jan Calvert, Mike Nicholls, Dani Gryp,
Pastor Alecia or Beth.
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Pantry Happenings
By Janet Rudolph
Thanksgiving in July Big Winner
For the third year in a row, Great Western Bank brought in the most food and gets to keep
that coveted Traveling Turkey Trophy. GWB had the equivalent of more than 9,000 pounds of
food, greatly increasing last year's total of 7,138 pounds. What a great partner for the Pantry!
Congratulations, and many thanks to everyone who contributed to all our financial institutions.
The variety of food is very much appreciated.

Taste & Tour
The 5th annual Taste & Tour Open House at the Pantry and Garden is Wednesday,
September 18, from 5:00—7:30 pm, and it is free and open to the public. The evening will
include activities for kids and fun for all ages. Bonuses will be pizza featuring fresh produce
from the garden made on site by Maggie's Farm Wood—Fired Pizza and live music from the
Mission Bluegrass Band. Join us for fun, fellowship, food and more!
Growing Together Garden
There is still some planting to do in the garden, as well as harvesting. Open volunteer times
are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:30—6:30 pm. All ages and abilities are welcome.
Winter Coat Distribution
Donations of new and gently used coats and other winter wear items are being accepted now.
Items needed include: coats, snow pants, jeans, hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, boots, and other
winter outerwear items. Sizes from infant to adult are needed. The church's Heavenly Bodies
(and friends) exercise group have sewed and tied over 150 scarves for the distribution.
Volunteers
The Pantry is a vibrant, exciting ministry, and there are so many things going on here. We
couldn't do the special events without volunteers, and we certainly couldn't provide the
ongoing services without the dedicated volunteers who do a great variety of jobs. No matter
what your availability and skills are, there is a place for you. Come join an amazing group of
volunteers and be in mission, showing God's love to your neighbors who need a helping hand.
For more information about the Pantry and about volunteering, check our website
(northlibertycommunitypantry.org) or facebook page (facebook.com/nlcpantry).

Fifth Sunday Potluck
There will be a potluck following the 10:00 am service
on Sunday, September 29. Bring your favorite dish to
pass and enjoy the fellowship that will take place in the
Fellowship Hall.
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MUSIC GROUPS
By Lynn Jansen

ACABELLA
Acabella is our youth/adult bell choir. It is open to anyone 13 and older. Acabella meets on
Monday evenings, September—May, from 7:00—8:00 pm in the sanctuary. Acabella plays bells
regularly in our worship services, but also goes out into the community to play concerts. This
group has met regularly for over 20 years. Director is Jen Richey. For more information, or to
join, contact Jen at: yipper78@hotmail.com Rehearsals start September 9.
CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Children’s Choir is open to any child in grades 2—6. We meet on Sunday mornings,
September—May, from 8:45—9:00 am, in the music room. The children sing in the 10:00 am
service on the third Sunday of each month. Director is Lynn Jansen. For more information,
contact Lynn at: lynnjansen2017@gmail.com Rehearsals start September 8.
CHIME BAR CHOIR
The Chime Bar Choir is open to any child in grades 2—6. We meet on Sundays, September—
April, from 5:00—5:30 pm, in the sanctuary. We play the chime bars. The group plays in our
worship services as they prepare music. Director is Lynn Jansen. For more information, contact
Lynn at: lynnjansen2017@gmail.com Rehearsals start September 29.

GRACE NOTES
Grace Notes is our youth/adult vocal choir. It is open to anyone ages 13 and up who loves to
sing. We meet on Mondays, September—May, from 6:00—7:00 pm, in the music room. We
sing in the 8:00 am worship service. Periodically, we present a Cantata as a complete worship
service. We also go out into the community to perform. Director is Lynn Jansen. For more
information, contact Lynn at: lynnjansen2017@gmail.com Rehearsals start September 9.

Paris to Pittsburgh
By Brenda Conry & Bonnie Winslow-Garvin
Do you love God's Creation? Find out how you can help protect it. Join us for a presentation of
"Paris to Pittsburgh" a documentary courtesy of the National Geographic Society and Interfaith
Power & Light.

Two Shows! Sunday September 15, 4:00—5:30pm and Tuesday September 17, 7:00—8:30 pm.
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September 2—Church Office,
Creation Kids & Pantry Closed for
Labor Day

1 Brityn Gryp
2 Keith Roof
2 Nolan Sojka
3 Nora Banks
3 Karen Pool
6 Ashlynn Lough
6 Kelli Purkapile
7 Steve Schrepfer
7 Cassy Darling
7 Evan O’Donnell
7 Apollo Welchhance
7 Curis Welchhance
8 Amara Just
8 Ashlynn Hervey
9 Cathy Clemens
9 Terri Davies
9 James Gaffey
9 Lexi Just
10 Brenda Schippers
11 Laura Bibby
11 Lois Feuss
12 Pam Black
12 Laina Davies
12 Eli Smith
12 Evan Smith
13 Brendon Benton
14 Tina Aubrecht
14 Nathan Hooper
14 Wendy Danger
15 Lexi Knorr
15 Lucie Baez-Dils
16 Liam Davis
17 Judy Bornkessel
17 Sharon Ingle
18 Melissa Holway
18 Hunter Richey
19 Ashley Smith
21 Rebekah Ahrens
21 Lydia Marshall
21 Lyle Muller
22 Connor Greer
23 Karen Schaapveld
23 Gordon Cook
24 Michelle Schrepfer
25 Lori Meyer
26 Ronan Egly
26 Blake Gordley

2
2
5
5
6
7
7
7
9
13
14
16
16
16
20
21
24
24
26
27
28
28
29

Keith & JoDee Roof
Mark & Cindy Larson
Mike & Cynthia Bunten
Terry & Robbie Donahue
Jason & Crystal Danger
Brian & Kathy Courtois
Dan & Rhonda Bernacki
Bruce & Heather Sexton
Glenn & Joan Siders
Matt & Tami Lyvers
Jay & Susie Robertson
Tom & Lindsey Jones
Justin & Corrine Shay
Mike & Marsha Myers
Tom & Natasha Houselog
Kevin & Colleen Olson
Todd & Alecia Hilmer
Jon & Michele Maakestad
Randy & Susan Hahn
Dale & Gwen Fangman
Gordon & Sharon Doak
Josh & Angie Stokes
Don & Jody Schneider

September 8—First Day of Sunday
school
September 29—Fifth Sunday
Potluck

Important Dates in October
October 2—Cookie Sale
Meeting
October 6—Heritage Sunday
October 12—Coat Distribution

October 13—Pastor
Appreciation Sunday
October 20—Kids Sing
October 27—Pantry Stone Soup
Supper
October 31—Halloween

September Birthdays—
Continued
27
27
28
28

Denise Brotherton
Mike Spangle
Julie Khamphulanouvong
Donna Hostetler

Do you know what the
church mission is?
TO FOLLOW AND INVITE
OTHERS
TO FOLLOW JESUS CHRIST

